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1147083 A tempest of tea
Faizal, Hafsah

First Second 2025 9781035069361  Arthie Casimir is a criminal mastermind and collector of secrets. Her
prestigious tearoom transforms into an illegal bloodhouse by night,
catering to the vampires feared by society. But when her establishment
is threatened, Arthie is forced to strike an unlikely deal with an alluring
adversary to save it - and she can't do the job alone. Calling on some of
the city's most skilled outcasts, Arthie hatches a plan to infiltrate the
dark and glittering vampire society known as the Athereum. But not
everyone in her ragtag crew is on her side, and as the truth behind the
heist unfolds, Arthie finds herself in the midst of a conspiracy that will
threaten the world as she knows it.

895457 All the best liars
Kahaney, Amelia

Flatiron Books 2022 9781250312723 A psychological thriller. Three best friends grew up on the wrong side of
the tracks in the stifling California desert desperately seeking a way out.
Two weeks before the end of school  a fatal fire means nothing will ever
be the same. They all will end up escaping. One by dying one by lying
and the third by taking the fall.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.
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1046752 All this twisted glory
Mafi, Tahereh

Electric Monkey
(London)

2024 9780008625757 As the long-lost heir to the Jinn throne, Alizeh has finally found her
people -- and perhaps her crown. Cyrus, the mercurial ruler of Tulan,
has offered her his kingdom in a twisted exchange: one that would
begin with their marriage and end with his murder. Cyrus's dark
reputation precedes him. killing him should be easy. But despite their
best efforts to despise each other, Alizeh and Cyrus are drawn together
over and over with an all-consuming thirst that threatens to destroy
them both. And then Prince Kamran arrives in Tulan, ready to exact
revenge

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

911144 As long as the lemon trees grow
Katouh, Zoulfa

Bloomsbury 2022 9781526648518 Salama Kassab was a pharmacy student when the cries for freedom
broke out in Syria. She still had her parents and her big brother; she still
had her home. She was even supposed to be meeting a boy to talk
about marriage. Now Salama volunteers at a hospital in Homs, helping
the wounded who flood through the doors. She knows that she should
be thinking about leaving, but who will help the people of her beloved
country if she doesn't? With her heart so conflicted, her mind has
conjured a vision to spur her to action. His name is Khawf, and he
haunts her nights with hallucinations of everything she has lost. But
even with Khawf pressing her to leave, when she crosses paths with
Kenan, the boy she was supposed to meet on that fateful day, she
starts to doubt her resolve in leaving home at all. Soon, Salama must
learn to see the events around her for what they truly are. Not a war, but
a revolution and decide how she, too, will cry for Syria's freedom.
Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.
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1081079 Belladonna
Grace, Adalyn

Hodderscape 2022 9781529367263 Orphaned as a baby, nineteen-year-old Signa has been raised by a
string of guardians more interested in her wealth than her well-being.
Her remaining relatives are the elusive Hawthornes, an eccentric family
living at Thorn Grove, an estate both glittering and gloomy. When her
Aunt's restless spirit appears claiming she was poisoned, Signa realises
that the family she depends on could be in grave danger and enlists the
help of a surly stable boy to hunt down the killer.

Signa's best chance of uncovering the murderer is an alliance with
Death himself, a fascinating, dangerous shadow who has never been
far from her side. Though he's made her life a living hell, Death shows
Signa that their growing connection may be more powerful and more
irresistible than she ever dared imagine. This title is usually read by
students in years 9, 10 and above.

1424099 Belly of a wolf, The
Negri, Julianne

University of Western
Australia Press

2026 9781760803209 Red is going back to high school six months after the death of their best
friend Wolf. Their friendship began on the first day of prep, when they
were cast as Little Red and Wolf int he school play: ever after their lives
were entwined as two halves of the same story. Red is defined by Wolf
in life and death. As Red tries to move on with her life, she is forever
pulled back by memories of Wolf and her guilt about not knowing Wolf
planned to die. Red becomes increasingly self-destructive and
questions: can you ever recast who you are in a story?

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 or above.
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1424015 Book of dust, The: The rose field
Pullman, Philip

Penguin 2025 9780241458709 Lyra: what will you do when you find this place in the desert, the
opening to the world of the roses?' 'Defend it,' Lyra said. 'Die defending
it.' When readers left Lyra in The Secret Commonwealth she was alone,
in the ruins of a deserted city. Pantalaimon had run from her - part of
himself - in search of her imagination, which he believed she had lost.
Lyra travelled across the world from her Oxford home in search of her
daemon. And Malcolm, loyal Malcolm, too journeyed far from home,
towards the Silk Roads in search of Lyra. In The Rose Field, their
quests converge in the most dangerous, breathtaking and world-
changing ways. They must take help from spies and thieves, gryphons
and witches, old friends and new, learning all the while the depth and
surprising truths of the alethiometer. All around them, the world is
aflame - made terrifying by fear, power and greed. As they move East,
towards the red building that will reunite them and give them answers -
on Dust, on the special roses, on imagination - so too does the
Magisterium, at war against all that Lyra holds dear.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 or above.

1277818 Boy I love, The
Hussey, William

Andersen Press Ltd 2025 9781839134821 1916. Returning to the Front after injury, 19 year old Stephen wonders
what he's fighting for. Then he meets Private Danny McCormick, a
smart, talented new recruit. From their first meeting, there's something
undeniable between them. Something forbidden by both society and the
army. As the summer ticks down to the Battle of the Somme, will their
love save them or condemn them?

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 or above.

1395132 Bram Stoker's Dracula: A retelling
Landman, Tanya

Barrington Stoke 2025 9780008718343 'Everything is going well for Jonathan Harker who is engaged to his
beloved Mina and lands a new job with exciting opportunities for
adventure and travel. He sets off to see the mysterious Count Dracula
but soon finds himself in a world of trouble. Meanwhile, Mina is at home
waiting to hear from her fiancé, while caring for her best friend Lucy who
has been acting strangely. It is only once Jonathan is found in a hospital
months later that the pieces of the puzzle fall into place.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.
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1498995 Break to you
Shusterman, Neal

HarperCollins
Children's Books

2026 9780062875761 Adriana knows that if she can manage to keep her head down for the
next seven months, she might be able to get through her sentence in
the Compass juvenile detention center. Thankfully, she's allowed to
keep her journal, where she writes down her most private thoughts
when her feelings get too big. Until the day she opens her journal and
discovers that her thoughts are no longer so private. Someone has read
her writings-and has written back. A boy who lives on the other side of
the gender-divided detention center. A boy who sparks a fire in her to
write back. Jon's story is different than Adriana's; he's already been at
Compass for years and will be in the system for years to come. Still,
when he reads the words Adriana writes to him, it makes him feel like
the walls that hold them in have melted away. This title is usually read
by students in years 9, 10 and above.

1424056 Brielle & Bear, Volume 1
Doku, Salomey

Random House
Graphic

2025 9780593711170 First-year student Brielle, a daydreamy book lover, knows everything
there is to know about fairy tales. Returning to the city of Rosebridge
four years after moving away, she attends Once Upon a Time
University, with the intention of living her fairy-tale dream. And when she
meets Bear, shy vice-captain of the Princes rugby team, at the
bookshop where she works, Brielle's dream is off to a good start.
Determined to forget the past, and with an unexpected new relationship
blossoming, Brielle feels she's finally living the dream. That is, until she
discovers that she's not the only one hiding something.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

1366471 Cartographers, The
Zhang, Amy

Greenwillow 2024 9780062383082 Seventeen-year-old Ocean Sun moves to New York City to start
college, but she defers her enrolment, keeping it a secret from her
immigrant mother, and instead uses the time to deal with her
ambivalence about her place in the world.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 or above.
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1423925 Catch
Brill, Sarah

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2025 9781761182037 Sometimes people fall. It happens. Sometimes people are pushed.
Sometimes people jump. And sometimes there's someone there to
catch them. The summer Beth turns sixteen, she grows. She grows so
fast her bones hurt and she feels like throwing up. Everyone - including
Etienne, the boy who lives over the road - looks at her differently. Then
she starts catching people. People who are falling out of trees or from
tall buildings.  Soon Beth discovers that helping strangers sometimes
hurts. Sometimes it also hurts or annoys the people she loves. It isn't
great for her school grades, either. Is there a way to balance family and
friendship and basketball and romance and... catching?  An
extraordinary story about finding out who you are, and discovering who
you want to be.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

1294684 Cruel is the light
Clark, Sophie

Penguin 2025 9781761340512

1423939 Dark forgetting, A
Ciccarelli, Kristen

Magpie Books GB 2025 9780008794750 When her grandfather goes missing, 17 year old Emeline is forced to
venture into the woods to save him. There, Hawthorne Fell, a handsome
and brooding tithe collector, brutally tries to dissuade her from
searching, even as a magnetic spark ignites between them.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 or above.

1502270 Dropped!
Kuipers, Alice

Orca book publishers 2024 9781459837744 Daring. Dangerous. Do whatever it takes. Dex needs to escape real life.
Dumped by his ex, his social status destroyed, he's desperate. Then he
becomes one of six contestants on an internet reality show on a
deserted island. The prize is a ton of money and influencer status. To
win, he just needs the most follows and likes. Easy? Dex thinks so! With
wild rivers, high cliffs and a new crush, there's a lot of opportunity to get
attention. And the more dangerously Dex acts, the more people watch.
But how extreme can he be? And is it worth it to win? This title is usually
read by students in years 9, 10 and above.
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1395121 Enemy's daughter, The
Poett, Melissa

HarperCollins
Publishers Ltd, UK

2025 9780008716561 It's been thirty-seven years since the Republic was destroyed. Now two
settlements - the five clans and the Kingsland - fight for control of the
untainted land. Though the five clans are outnumbered, they've finally
struck, killing Kingsland's brutal leader. In the war that follows, Isadora,
an eighteen-year-old healer, risks her life to help injured soldiers. But
when she stops an attack from Tristan, a Kingsland assassin, his
soldiers shoot her with a poisoned arrow. As Isadora lies dying, Tristan
does the unimaginable: He offers to save her life using a rare magic. In
choosing to live, Isadora is unknowingly bound to the mysterious
Tristan. Worse, even acknowledging the attraction between them allows
him to glean fragments of her memories and the very knowledge he
needs to destroy the five clans. But their magical connection works both
ways. So to save her people, Isadora will have to open her heart to her
most cunning enemy. Because in a race for ultimate survival, she'll need
to destroy Tristan and his people first.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 or above.

1395103 Every spiral of fate
Mafi, Tahereh

Electric Monkey
(London)

2025 9780008629243 At long last, the wedding day of the Jinn queen to the enigmatic ruler of
Tulan has arrived. Cyrus, tethered by a blood oath to the bride-to-be
he's falling in love with, can find nothing to celebrate in this union,
knowing it will result in his death at Alizeh's hand. Sworn to an ancient,
unbreakable magic, Alizeh has no choice but to end her marriage in
murder in order to free her people. Alizeh has been hunted all her life by
insidious forces determined to keep the Jinn suppressed, and her
imminent victory has disrupted the balance of power. To prepare for war
and protect her people, Alizeh must finally discover her magic--and
outrun the enemies trying to stop her. Every allegiance will be tested,
every darkness uncovered, and when the shattering secrets of the
Tulanian king are finally revealed... Nothing, and no one, will be the
same.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.
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960018 F Team, The
Arja, Rawah

Giramondo 2020 9781925818543 'Meet Tariq Nader, leader of 'The Wolf Pack' at Punchbowl High, who
has been commanded by the new principal to join a football competition
with his mates in order to rehabilitate the public image of their school.
When the team is formed, Tariq learns there's a major catch - half of the
team is made up of white boys from Cronulla, aka enemy territory - and
he must compete with their strongest player for captaincy of the team.
At school, Tariq thinks he has life all figured out until he falls for a new
girl called Jamila, who challenges everything he thought he knew. At
home, his outspoken ways have brought him into conflict with his family.
Now, with complications on all fronts, he has to dig deep to control his
anger, and find what it takes to be a leader.  In confronting and often
hilarious situations, Tariq's relationships with his extended Lebanese
family and his friends are tested like never before, and he comes to
learn that his choices can have serious consequences.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

1424018 Finding her edge
Iacopelli, Jennifer

Hachette Australia 2025 9781444983951 Adriana Russo's dream is to conquer the figure skating Junior World
Championships. But with her family's ice skating rink facing financial
ruin, allowing cameras to film their every move is the only thing keeping
that dream alive. Then her new dance partner, Brayden, sparks an idea
that could turn them into stars; let the world believe their on-ice
chemistry is real. But as Adriana begins to fall for Brayden, Freddie- her
former partner and first crush - skates back into her life. Will Adriana
claim her place on the podium, or will she follow her heart?

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

820937 Flawed
Ahern, Cecelia

HarperCollins
Publishers Ltd, UK

2025 9780008758707 In Celestine North's world, perfection is paramount and mistakes are
punished. So Celestine lives a perfect life, as a model daughter, student
and girlfriend. But then Celestine breaks a rule and faces life-changing
repercussions. She could be imprisoned. Branded. Found flawed.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

759608 Good Girl, Bad Blood
Jackson, Holly

Electric Monkey
(London)

2020 9781405297752 Pippa and Ravi Singh have released a true crime podcast and are
insistent their detecting days are behind them until a local boy goes
missing. Jackson ensnares readers in another highly addictive web,
woven from the dark shadows of small-town secrets.
Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.
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1355847 Guide to falling off the map, A
Arnot, Zanni L

Hachette Australia 2025 9780734423597 Vinnie Smith has her post-grad life in NYC all planned out with her best
friend Lilah, using future dreams to distract from her mums battle with
MS. Meanwhile, her childhood friend Roo Carpenter has dropped out of
school and taken a shady job to support his struggling family. When
Vinnies plans fall apart, she impulsively takes Roo on a road trip across
inland Australia in her mums old Kombi, hoping to fix his life instead of
facing her own pain. But as grief, worsening headaches, and confusing
feelings between them bubble up, both are forced to confront more than
they expected, especially the risk of losing their friendship to something
more.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

1370360 His face is the sun
Corpora, Michelle Jabes

Hachette Children's
Books

2025 9781444982558 The Kingdom of Khetara is a gift of the River Iteru, the jewel of the
desert. Yet a crisis looms on the horizon. The crowns of the north and
south were joined through war a generation before, but Khetara remains
a land divided. The pharaoh is wasting away from a mysterious illness--
and forces in the south and within his own family are plotting against
him. As rebellion grows and secrets flourish, an even more deadly
threat emerges. An ancient evil awakes among the rolling dunes of the
Red Land that threatens to destroy everything in its path. Four
strangers-a princess, a young priestess, a rebel, and a tomb robber-are
ripped from their lives and thrown into the conflict. Amid murder and
betrayal, magic and monsters, gods and visions, love and war, these
four unlikely heroes find themselves connected by a forgotten oracle
that whispers insistently across the land. Only together can they save
the kingdom from destruction, but when the bloodshed is done, who of
Khetara's children will sit on the throne? This title is usually read by
students in years 9, 10 and above.

1467478 Horror in pleasantville
Finn, Caleb

Penguin Books
Australia

2025 9781761345890 Do you ever get the feeling that nothing is what it seems? Each of these
short stories takes the familiar and twists it into something that will
intrigue, unnerve, and haunt you. A dead best friend . . . with a not-so-
dead body. Old family videos that, instead of a comforting past, play a
sinister future. A funhouse where the mirrors reflect another you that
wants to take your place. A supermarket where the customers are
shopping for you. These short stories will leave you watching out for the
anomalies in the world around you. This title includes mature themes
and is usually read by students in years 9, 10 and above.
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1209883 House of rural realness, The
Campbell, Curtis

University of
Queensland Press

2025 9780702268885 Peter Thompkin needs a public image overhaul after his vicious
clapback against the most popular gay in school goes viral. When his
best friend Alan, aka teen drag queen Aggie Culture, announces the
first public drag performance by The House of Rural Realness, Peter
steps forward as their producer. It might be the only way he can restore
his reputation. Peter leads the queens as they survive bigoted backlash-
and one another. But will Mason County's Drag Extravaganza drop
dead before they make their first death drop? And will Peter and Alan's
friendship even survive past curtain call?

1424016 House Saphir, The
Meyer, Marissa

Penguin 2025 9781761357602 Trust your heart. But trust no one else. Welcome to the House Saphir.
Some claim that to this day the sinister laughter of ghost Monsieur Le
Bleu, can be heard echoing through the halls of his mansion. And every
year, on the anniversary of his death, the fountain where he was killed
runs red with blood. His evil spirit lingers and is hungry to kill again. Can
Mallory Fontaine, daughter of a witch, solve a murder and banish the
ghost?

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 or above.

1411272 I could give you the moon
Liang, Ann

HarperCollins
Australia

2026 9781038971142 While Chanel has spent her entire life making herself into the brightest
star, Ares has has been trying to fade into the background. When the
two meet and share a shocking vision of the future, Ares realises
Chanel is the key to finding his missing brother, while Chanel grows
convinced that only Ares can keep her parents' separation nothing more
than a shameful secret. Usually read by students in years 9, 10, and
above.
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1423821 I killed the king
Mix, Rebecca & Hannah, Andrea

HarperCollins
Publishers Ltd, UK

2025 9780008782146 After a decade of war, the kingdoms of Avendell and Istellia have finally
agreed to peace. As nobles and magic wielders from both countries
arrive at remote Castle Avendell for a historic all-night masquerade to
celebrate, King Costis summons an unlikely group to his the crown
prince, his Istellian bride-to-be, his personal guard, a wild beast teamer,
and the palace's questionable new healer. But before Costis can reveal
why he has gathered them, the castle goes dark.

When the lights come back, the king is dead-murdered with the
princess's knife, in a weak spot only his guard knew of, and with venom
from one of the beast tamer's monsters lacing the blade.

With no clear killer-and everyone a suspect-they make a risky decision
to tell no one until the treaty is signed. But when a winter storm seals
everyone inside and someone aware of the king's untimely death begins
to pick off guests one by one, the six suspects must work together to
discover who killed the king... before one of them is next.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

1185535 I'm not really here
Lonesborough, Gary

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2024 9781761180767 After Mum dies, Dad packs the three boys up and moves back to where
he grew up in Patience, but for 17-year-old Jonah, hypersensitive and
wanting love, attracted to boys, openly gay and uncomfortable about his
looks, he just has to find his own way. This title is usually read by
students in years 9, 10 and above.
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1423814 In the company of killers
Cook, Elora

Hodder Children's
Books (UK)

2025 9781444979343 Inside the tony suburb of Scarsdale is New York's worst-kept secret:
The mob runs everything, and the Nicastro family is at the centre.
Seventeen-year-old Tasha Nicastro lives a life of glitz and glamour, but
she has no idea her family harbours a dark truth. Tasha might look like
your classic high school mean girl, but behind the designer clothes is a
sharpshooter who knows how to bring anyone to their knees. The only
person who has ever gotten under her skin is her former best friend,
Leo Danesi, the youngest son of the Nicastro family's rivals. After Leo
returns to New York older and more handsome, Tasha thinks he'll be
the worst of her problems -- until the life she thought she knew takes a
violent, shocking turn. When her father and beloved older sister are
murdered before her eyes, Tasha learns the dark truth: Her family runs
the most powerful Mafia branch in New York, and now she's set to
inherit it all. Tasha vows vengeance on the mysterious new mob behind
the hit, but she can't do it alone. She needs someone who already
knows the underground world to help track them down. And that person
is none other than Leo, the heir to his own family's dangerous empire.
But Tasha is a Nicastro. She's been raised in the company of killers,
and there's absolutely nothing she won't do to avenge her family. That
is, if the enemy doesn't put her in gold chains first.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 or above.

1423803 Keep your friends close
Murphy, Cynthia

Penguin Books Ltd,
UK

2025 9780241712788 Chloe Roberts is on top of the world at Morton Academy. She's a shoo-
in for Head Girl and the lead spot in the school's secret society: Jewel
and Bone. But then her best friend, Nikhita Patel, betrays her, and life
comes crashing down. Things take a darker turn when Chloe stumbles
upon the Book of Crime and Punishment - a record of every misdeed
committed by Morton students and the fitting penalty. And it's not long
before entries in the book start to match up with murders of Jewel and
Bone members. Anyone could be a suspect. Can Chloe get to the
bottom of this twisted game before she's next on the killer's hit list?

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.
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1228275 Kirby's lessons for falling (in love)
Gao, Laura

HarperCollins US 2025 9780063067790 Once dubbed the Queen of Balance as her school's top rock climber,
Kirby Tan suffers an injury that sidelines her for the rest of the season.
Now she's forced to join the newspaper club for some desperately
needed extra credit. Worse, she's recruited by crystal-wearing, tarot-
reading Bex Santos for her astrology-based love advice column. As
Kirby reluctantly agrees to orchestrate matches made in heaven with
Bex, she begins to wonder if their own stars could be aligned. But loving
who she wants isn't so easy when her family and church community are
on the line. Can Kirby pull off her greatest balancing act yet?

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

1423811 Last letters from Villa Clara, The
Steele, Sarah

Headline Review 2025 9781035413027 1939. Europe is on the brink of change and in the fear and chaos of pre-
war Italy, a painting disappears and is never seen again. 1963. London
is on the cusp of change in the swinging 60s. Nightclubs are in their
heyday, as are the art thieves of the East End underworld. But when a
lowly boarding-house landlady attempts to take on the upper-crust
establishment, and is accused of spying for the Russians, she can save
only one thing - her reputation, or the love of her life. 1989. Phoebe
Cato is on the verge of losing her Museum, which houses Bruce Cato's
collection of masterful reproductions, and worse than that, her beloved
uncle Bruce himself. With only months to live, Phoebe may not be able
to save Bruce's life, but little does she know that he had planned on
saving hers all along.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.
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1277866 Leap
Popescu, Simina

Roaring Book Press 2024 9781250838292 Ana has been studying contemporary dance since she was little, but her
heart isn't in it anymore. Instead her focus is on Carina - a beautiful,
ambitious ballerina whose fear of being outed keeps Ana in the closet
and their fragile relationship from seeing the light of day. Risking her
own career, Ana gives up more and more in order to fit into the shadows
of Carina's life. Sara, on the other hand, is fielding whispers she may be
the best dancer their school has produced in years. Much of that is
thanks to her mentor and instructor, Marlena, who plucked Sara from
the classical track and encouraged her to blossom as a contemporary
dancer. Sara has always been in awe of Marlena, but recently, that
admiration has sparked into something more, and Sara's not sure what
to do about it. As junior year at their performing arts school begins, Ana
and Sara are assigned as roommates. What starts off as a tentative
friendship soon becomes a much-needed anchor.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

1423802 Lessons in power
Barnes, Jennifer Lynn

Penguin Books Ltd,
UK

2025 9780241763124 For Tess Kendrick, a student at the elite Hardwicke School, making
problems disappear runs in the family. However, she has another
legacy, too - one that involves power and the making of political
dynasties. When Tess is asked to run a classmate's campaign for
student council, she agrees. But at a school like Hardwicke, even a
class election can have life-shattering consequences. When friendly
competition turns into a deadly struggle for control, Tess discovers that
no one can be trusted and power always comes at a price.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

1424092 Lila Mackay is very misunderstood
Sims, Gill

Electric Monkey
(London)

2025 9780008513788 Fourteen-year-old Emily is stuck in the country with no tech, no BFF and
no chance of the gorgeous Toby asking her out. No one understands
her, least of all her mum. But when she finds an old diary, Emily is
stunned to discover that her mum was once a teenager too. A nineties
teenager called Lila Mackay. Lila's world is a long-forgotten era of weird
fashions, odd TV shows and strange music. There are boys too.
Perhaps Emily and her mum are not so different after all...
Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 or above.
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1356336 Listen closely
Egan, Leon

HarperCollins
Children's Books

2025 9780008626600 When Jude and Aiden are paired up together for an internship at a local
radio station, things are awkward. Jude is quiet, withdrawn, has one
friend, and is suspicious of everyone. Aiden is charming, outgoing, and
popular, with a seemingly easy confidence and golden retriever energy.
But after they discover a shared love of podcast dramas, Jude and
Aiden realise that they have more in common than they first realised -
especially after Aiden reveals that he is a huge fan of Jude's own
podcast, The Night Merchant.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

1557623 Mirror Woven
Cser, Bori

Harper Fire 2026 9780008757816 Del has given herself two rules.
One: stay away from royalty.
Two: don't fall in love.

The first--because Del is secretly a runaway princess. After the death of
her sister at the hand of her boyfriend, Del flees her family, home and all
the responsibilities that come with being the queendom's new heir. With
a magically constructed mirrorwoven face, Del is now unrecognisable
and disappears to the faraway opaline lagoon-city of Salato. The
second rule--because the enchantment hiding Del's identity can only be
unravelled by true love's kiss. But that's just fine. Del's had enough of
love anyway. When Del breaks Rule One and becomes court bard to
the newly widowed First of Salato, she is resolved to keep her head
down. But Clara is naïve and trusts too easily, and soon Del finds
herself having to guide Clara through the shoals of court life, somehow
without revealing her own secret. As Del grows closer to both Clara and
Nasca, Clara's brilliant, dangerous sister-in-law, it will only take a push
to bring Del's house of cards tumbling down. Like, for example, breaking
Rule Two.
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1277886 Moonlight and dust
McGaughey, Jasmin

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2025 9781761181337 There's something dangerous in the air. It shimmers in the night,
wrapped in the warm, humid breeze. I stand on the kerb outside my
cousin's house waiting for my sister.

Zillah has always been a good girl - nothing like her rebellious big sister
Nik. After Nik has an accident that leaves her comatose, Zillah has to
find a way to navigate life and high school in Cairns without Nik's
guiding light.

Determined to fit in, Zillah seeks out the secrets of her school's after-
hours party scene and discovers Moondust - a sparkling elixir with
magical properties. Could this have something to do with Nik's
accident? To find out, she must plunge further into a world of moonlit
parties and take out-of-character risks.

As Zillah unravels what might be going on at Craigmont High, she
forges friendships with other Island students and starts falling for a boy
who might know more about Nik than he lets on. But Zillah is not entirely
sure who she can trust. And she has no idea of the danger they're all in.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

LISTEN ON BOOK BITES! You can listen to Jasmin McGaughey read
the first chapter of this book on the PRC's Book bites podcast on
Spotify, Apple Podcasts or The Arts Unit website!

Copy and paste this URL into your browser to start listening!
https://artsunit.nsw.edu.au/listen-the-arts-unit/literature-and-language-
arts/book-bites/9plus-book-list#moonlight-and-dust-jasmin-mcgaughey
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1423833 Moth dark
Hatzopoulou, Kika

Penguin Books Ltd,
UK

2025 9780241733097 Six years ago, vicious creatures began to crawl out of the dark crevices
of the world, and with it Sascia's fascination with the darkness was born.
Now that fascination has become an obsession, and while exploring an
area known for its connection to the Darkworld, Sascia - impossibly -
pulls out a person from the shadows. But Nugau is no ordinary person,
they're the heir to the Darkworld, with one mission . . . to kill Sascia.
Except, the second time they meet, Nugau is younger and doesn't
recognise Sascia. And the third time, Nugau stumbles out of the
darkness with poison running through their veins, expressing their
undying love for her. Piecing together the puzzle, Sascia makes two
shocking discoveries: the timelines of her world and Nugau's are not
linear, and she is inexplicably entangled in a war between humanity and
the Dark. But with their worlds at battle, is it worth fighting for each other
. . . ?

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 or above.

1359331 Nightblood Prince, The
Chang, Molly X

Orion 2025 9781399630221 Two Princes. One prophecy. A fate she cannot outrun. Torn from her
family as a child and raised in the palace to one day marry the Crown
Prince of the most powerful empire in the land. Plagued with nightmares
of bloodshed, Fei tries to rebel against her fate. To outrun destiny, Fei
must spark a wave of events that will change the wo
Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.rld as she knows it.

1344957 Of flame and fury
Bridge, Mikayla

Pan MacMillan 2025 9781761563805 A fiery alliance. An explosive secret. The race is on. Phoenix racing: it's
profitable, it's deadly. No one knows this better than Kel Varra and her
crew, the Crimson Howlers. They live on the edge of survival. When a
mysterious tech billionaire offers them a place at his training facility, it
gives them hope but also forces Kel to team up with Coup, her arrogant,
infuriating rival. Embroiled in political scheming, volatile phoenix magic
and a smouldering romance, Kel and Coup discover a conspiracy that
threatens them all. For in this world of extreme stakes, there are two
options only: win or burn.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 or above.
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1359293 Once a villain
Len, Vanessa

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2025 9781760878368 'The heart-stopping finale in the incredible Only a Monster fantasy time-
travel series takes Joan into the darkest timeline in the monster world,
as she fights to restore the world she remembers. Joan has failed to
stop Eleanor and her monstrous plan.  Eleanor now rules ruthlessly over
a new London, in which monsters live openly among humans, preying
on them and subjugating them.  Only Joan, Aaron and Nick remember
that there was once a better timeline. Now, as they negotiate their
fractured pasts and face wrenching emotional decisions, they must fight
to survive the new world and fix the broken timeline.  But how will they
defeat a whole family of monsters with power over time itself?

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

1386446 Outback astronomer
Barry, Trevor & Hayes, Liz & Smith, Ali

HarperCollins
Australia

2025 9781460765449 Born and raised in remote Broken Hill, Trevor Barry left school after
Year 10 to work in the mines. Years later, a single glimpse of Saturn
through a colleague's telescope knocked Trevor's world completely off
its axis, turning his whole life upside down.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 or above.

1393416 Payback girls, The
Travis, Alex

Sourcebooks Inc 2025 9781464217715 His first mistake was underestimating them. Senior year is going to be
perfect. Meghan won't settle for anything less. She's already crushing
her classes and dating the star of the basketball team. Nate's friends
have been less than welcoming, but it's never easy being one of the
only Black kids at a mostly white prep school. Still, Meghan did not
expect the scene at the pep rally. Robin and Bria dated Nate too.
Correction: Are dating him. He never broke up with them, and Meghan
is furious. When Nate is found bloodied and unconscious in the locker
room after the big game, suddenly the three teens are prime suspects-
and a tenuous alliance may be the only way to clear their names.
Except Meghan doesn't remember everything that happened that night,
and the more clues they uncover, the more Meghan, Bria, and Robin
each look responsible...
Usually read by students in years 9, 10, and above.
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1333993 Phantom hearts
Talbot, Rosie & Maxwell, Sarah (ill)

Scholastic UK 2024 9780702333408 Malia's life is upended when a student bus crash kills her fellow
classmates: rebel and dropout Shepherd; volatile track star Russ; brainy
Emil; and mysterious new girl Carolina. Malia's dad was driving, and
housing journalists are reporting that he crashed on purpose. While her
dad remains in a coma and unable to tell the truth, Malia sets about
clearning his name with the help of her cute crush, Keezy. But then the
ghosts of the students start appearing. Wherever Malia goes, the
restless spirits follow ... Why do her classmates all have unfinished
business? Secrets will out. Will Malia ever find the courage to tell Keezy
how she feels?

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

1423943 Princess knight, The
Jacobs, Cait

Magpie Books GB 2025 9780008609115 Prince Domhnall and Princess Clía are the perfect royal match - that is
until he ruins everything by refusing to propose. Heartbroken but
determined, Clía wins a place at Domhnall's military academy to win him
back. After all, how hard can duelling really be? Warrior Ronan has no
time for blonde princesses. Even if she is...well, cute. He tells himself
there's no harm training her. Even if his heart does race around her.
Even if Domhnall is his best friend. But, as they say, love is a battlefield
- and unfortunately for them, a very real war is looming on the horizon.
It's a fight that will threaten their kingdoms and their hearts.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 or above.

1424089 Queen of faces
Lord, Petra

Harper Fire 2026 9780008688745 In the nation of Caimor, the wealthy buy and trade bodies like clothes.
But Ana can only afford a grey, damaged male form, and by her
seventeenth birthday, it's already falling apart. As her extraordinary
magical ability grows, but her body continues to fail her, she is left with
only one choice: become an assassin for Paragon Academy, Caimor's
prestigious school of magic. But rebellion brews in Caimor, and at its
helm is Khaiovhe, the most infamous dark mage in history. As Ana
steals, fights and kills for Paragon, and forms a tentative alliance -- and
maybe more -- with the elusive Wes, she discovers secrets that
transform her concept of hero and villain... while striving, above all, to
become her truest self. And that might just be the most powerful thing of
all
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1268022 Rival darling
Moody, Alexandra

Farshore 2025 9780008762247 When seventeen-year-old Violet is left heartbroken by the captain of her
school's ice hockey team, she vows to never date a jock again. But, in
an attempt to prove she's moved on, she turns to the most unlikely
person - her ex's biggest rival, the notorious captain of the Ransom
Devils.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 or above.
1423785 Ruling class, The

Barnes, Jennifer Lynn
Penguin Books Ltd,
UK

2025 9780241763070 When Tess Kendrick is sent to stay with her older sister in Washington,
she has no idea that Ivy is a professional 'fixer', a person who makes
powerful people's scandals disappear. Then Tess enrols at the elite
Hardwicke School and unexpectedly becomes Hardwicke's own high
school fixer. As each sister leads a double life, their worlds collide when
a scandal from the halls of Hardwicke reaches the most powerful people
in the city. Now Tess must uncover who's behind the power play before
she becomes a target herself...

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 or above.

1337938 Salvage
Mills, Jennifer

Pan MacMillan 2025 9781761563775 Jude's life has been about survival. She works on rebuilding - fixes
roofs, trucks supplies, transports refugees. Tries to stay free from
attachments and obligations. But Jude won't talk about her past. Or her
sister Celeste, lost in the tragic failure of a space station that was
supposed to save her, and the other ultra-rich, from the wreckage of a
dying world. When an escape pod falls from the sky, its passenger near
death, Jude knows her anonymous existence can't continue. As the
fragile peace of her community is put at risk, Jude must re-examine the
terms of her survival - and her exile.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.
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1359278 Set-up girl, The
Vey, Sasha

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2025 9781761181542 Amalia's life runs like clockwork: school, family book club, hanging out
with her best (and only) friend Mae. It's comfortable in its predictability.
So when Mae announces she's ready to start dating - against the
wishes of her strict parents - Amalia's world is thrown into chaos.
Forever the dutiful friend, she agrees to help set Mae up with the hottest
boy in class: Kasun. The only problem? He's Amalia's secret crush.
Adopting the role of wingwoman, Amalia does her best to navigate an
unfamiliar world of parties and romantic drama. Meanwhile, she grows
closer to Kasun's best mates, Jake and Laeli, who frustrate and intrigue
her in equal measure.  When misunderstandings (and secret kisses)
threaten to derail relationships, Amalia is left more confused than ever.
Who does she really want to be with? Can the set-up girl ever become
the main character of the story?  A feel-good romantic comedy of errors,
where the road to love rarely runs straight!

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

1151292 Skin I'm in, The
Tisdell, Steph

Pan MacMillan 2024 9781760984977 A feisty, funny and poignant novel - about being 17; being Indigenous
and navigating high school, cultural and personal expectations and
responsibility.

Layla is in her final year of school. It's the last year to make sure that the
next major phase of her life begins correctly because she's got big
plans.

All Layla wants to do is fit in and be a normal teenager but when her
troubled cousin Marley comes to stay, he unwittingly challenges
everything she thought she was. Plus her best friend Amy has a new
best friend, she's trying to work out what it means to be Indigenous, and
she's falling in love.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.
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1356338 Skipshock
O'Donoghue, Caroline

Walker Books 2025 9781529520927 : Margo is on a train to a new boarding school when she slips into
another dimension, passing from the height of Irish summer into the chill
of an alien winter, from a 24-hour day to one that begins and ends in
just six hours. From a stranger on the train - a travelling salesman by
the name of Moon - she learns that New Davia is part of a world scarred
by uprisings, travel bans and world sealings. Power is determined by
time - who has it, who doesn't, and who has the freedom to travel
between time zones. Can Margo find a way to get back home - or will
she choose to stay in a world where her teenagehood is slipping away
faster than ever before, but where she may have found the only person
with whom she would choose to spend eternity?
A dazzlingly inventive sci-fi fantasy romance.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

1424046 Somewhere beyond the sea
Klune, TJ

Tor Books 2024 9781035009398 A magical house. A secret past. A summons that could change
everything.  Arthur Parnassus lives a good life built on the ashes of a
bad one.  He's the master of a strange orphanage on a distant and
peculiar island, and he hopes to soon be the adoptive father to the six
dangerous and magical children who live there.  Arthur works hard and
loves with his whole heart so none of the children ever feel the neglect
and pain that he once felt as an orphan on that very same island so long
ago. He is not alone: joining him is the love of his life, Linus Baker, a
former caseworker in the Department In Charge of Magical Youth. And
there's the island's sprite, Zoe Chapelwhite, and her girlfriend, Mayor
Helen Webb. Together, they will do anything to protect the children.  But
when Arthur is summoned to make a public statement about his dark
past, he finds himself at the helm of a fight for the future that his family
and all magical people deserve.  And when a new magical child hopes
to join them on their island home, Arthur knows they're at a breaking
point: their family will either grow stronger than ever or fall apart.  This
title is usually read by students in years 9, 10 and above.
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1243803 Song to drown rivers, A
Liang, Ann

Pan MacMillan 2024 9781761561290 A love story that transcends time and place. Xishi's beauty is seen as a
blessing to the villagers of Yue - where the best fate for a girl is to marry
well and support her family. When Xishi draws the attention of Fanli, the
famous young military advisor, he presents her with a rare opportunity:
to use her beauty as a weapon; one that could topple the rival
neighbouring kingdom of Wu, improve the lives of her people, and
avenge her sister's murder. All she has to do is infiltrate the enemy
palace as a spy, seduce their immoral king, and weaken them from
within.

903360 Spice road
Ibrahim, Maiya

Hodderscape 2024 9781399702034 The desert city of Qalia has shielded its existence - and the secrets of
its magic misra tea - from outsiders for generations. But when her
brother disappears into the Forbidden Wastes, soldier Imani joins the
mission sent to find him before he can expose Qalia's magic, and face
punishment for his crime.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.
1423991 Steeping of blood, A

Faizal, Hafsah
MacMillan 2025 9781529097115 This is the sequel to A Tempest of Tea. Still reeling from the bloodshed,

Arthie Casimir has no time to mourn the death of anyone, let alone her
own. She has no time for love, either, but it had saved her life. As Arthie
navigates new emotions and new allies, she must reassemble her
scrambled crew and scrape what little they have left to fight one last
time - and she will need to face the ghosts of her past to do it. This title
includes mature themes and is usually read by students in grades 9 and
above.

1376138 Sunny at the end of the world
Bowe, Steph

Text Publishing Co 2025 9781922790767 In 2018, seventeen-year-old Sunny and Toby are on the run after
zombies have destroyed most of the adults in their world. Cut to 2034
when Sunny is being held in an underground facility. What happened?
Was it aliens, a conspiracy, a simulation, biological terrorism, a
totalitarian takeover? And who can infiltrate the facility and release the
surviving prisoners?

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.
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1424038 Swan's daughter, The
Chokshi, Roshani

Hodder & Stoughton 2026 9781399717571 Prince Arris knows that marriage means murder. Thanks to a poorly
worded wish to a sea witch, all one needs to rule the Isle of Malys is the
heart and hand of the kingdom's heir. Historically, this has been
construed quite literally.  Thus, Arris expects that the day after his
marriage and murder he will wake up as a sentient tree alongside the
rest of his predecessors. His only chance at a long life is finding true
and lasting love. When Arris's parents announce a tournament of brides
to compete for his hand and heart, a slew of eligible, lovely and
(possibly murderous) bachelorettes make their way to Rathe Castle.
Amidst glittering balls in ozorald caves, strolls through menageries of
daydream trees and pearl crocodiles, tea time on glass boats and
kisses that leave his head spinning, Arris cannot tell who is here out of
love for him...or lust for power.  Until he meets Demelza.  As a veritas
swan, Demelza's song wrings out the truth. Forced into hiding, Demelza
strikes a deal. Arris will provide her with safekeeping in exchange for
her truth-telling song to sort through his potential brides.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

1292781 Sweet heartbreak
Moody, Alexandra

Electric Monkey
(London)

2026 9780008830113 'Popular. Powerful. Filthy Rich. Noah Hastings is everything I'm not. Our
worlds never should have collided, but when my long-lost father
reappears my life is flipped upside down. It turns out, he's ridiculously
wealthy, and without warning he plucks me from my simple life and
throws me into a world of excess. He's sending me to the most elite
boarding school in the country, where money and status mean
everything. He gives me only one rule while I'm there - stay away from
Noah Hastings. It should be a simple request. Noah is the king of
Weybridge Academy, the heir to an empire and a serial heartbreaker.
I'm just the new girl who grew up waiting tables. I don't fit into Noah's
world, and he could never be a part of mine. There's more to this boy
than I expected, though, and he seems just as drawn to me as I am to
him. But it's not only our differences that stand between us - it's the
secrets we keep. This title is usually read by students in years 9, 10 and
above.
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1337907 Take a chance on me
Eulberg, Elizabeth

Scholastic Australia 2025 9781546129271 Evie is heartbroken and betrayed when a video of her confronting her
cheating ex boyfriend goes viral, so what's a girl to do? Flee to London
for the summer, of course! Evie loves everything about London, the
double decker buses, afternoon tea, history around every corner.
Everything, that is, but having to stay with the person who's hurt her
most of all, her father. Desperate for a distraction from their contentious
relationship, Evie spends her days wandering the historic streets where,
as though fate is intervening, she keeps meeting a charming and
beautiful British busker named Aiden. Evie doesn't want to open herself
up again, but Aiden is funny, kind and he never treats Evie like she's too
much. He may just be worth taking a chance on, if Evie can keep her
past from getting in the way of her future.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

1206459 These infinite threads
Mafi, Tahereh

Electric Monkey
(London)

2023 9780008529529 With the heat of a kiss, the walls between Alizeh, the long-lost heir to an
ancient Jinn kingdom, and Kamran, the crown prince of the Ardunian
empire, have crumbled. And so have both of their lives.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

1423987 This raging sea
De, Elizabeth

Walker Books 2025 9781529532814 Historic Loch Creek is a witchy New England tourist trap-but it's just a
trap for Briar, who's convinced she'll die there among the waves that
devoured her twin brother thirteen years ago. But when her best friend
who she's loved since childhood, Finn, vanishes from the seaside
carnival, there's only one person who can help Briar find him: Morgan,
the standoffish goth girl everyone calls the town witch. But as Briar
uncovers secrets as deep and dark as the water that haunts her, it
quickly becomes clear that Finn has gone much further than an out-of-
state college. He's lost in time, and neither of them is safe.  This title
includes mature themes and is usually read by students in years 9, 10
and above.
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1394223 This season's draft
Gent, Jason

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2025 9781761181696 Summer. Winter. Autumn. Spring.

As the year unfolds, AFL footy season starts and the dreams of six
teenagers play out on and off the field.

Elias. Team player. Running keeps him calm.
Zac and Fletcher. Best mates. Top 5 Draft picks?
Mason. Perfect practice with Dad makes perfect play.
Dane. Great footballer. Terrible boyfriend.
Beth. It's always been 'Dane and Beth'. What does 'just Beth' look like?

Plans unravel and life bounces in unexpected directions. A brilliant YA
novel about coming of age, and the love of the game with all its triumph,
heartbreak and hope.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

LISTEN ON BOOK BITES! You can listen to Jason Gent read the first
chapter of this book on the PRC's Book bites podcast on Spotify, Apple
Podcasts or The Arts Unit website!

Copy and paste this URL into your browser to start listening!
https://artsunit.nsw.edu.au/listen-the-arts-unit/literature-and-language-
arts/book-bites/9plus-book-list#this-season-s-draft-jason-gent

956693 This woven kingdom
Mafi, Tahereh

Electric Monkey
(London)

2022 9780755500093 To all the world, Alizeh is a disposable servant, not the long-lost heir to
an ancient Jinn kingdom forced to hide in plain sight. The crown prince,
Kamran, has heard the prophecies foretelling the death of his king. But
he could never have imagined that the servant girl with the strange
eyes, the girl he cant put out of his mind, would one day soon uproot his
kingdom -- and the world.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.
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1271867 Tonight, I bleed
Adams, Katharine J

Lothian Books 2025 9780734422729 Penny Albright has fought night after night to escape Malin's contract,
but now her free will is at stake. As the Warden prepares to destroy
magic at the Samhain ball, Penny's family is missing, her friends are
captive, and only the chained Sorcerer on the library's ninth floor can
help. One drop of blood could free him - or doom them all. Torn
between her Resistance circle and the covens, Penny must risk love,
loyalty, and her life in a rebellion where a single night could ignite a war
or shatter her heart.

1447491 Treeshape
Balla, Trace

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2026 9781761181252 This book tells the story of young Trace's awakening to the
preciousness of the environment, including her participation in the
protests against uranium mining at Jabiluka in the 1980s. Channelling
her gift for visual storytelling, Trace reveals emotional truths, shares her
commitment to environmental activism, highlights trees that have been
meaningful in her life, and explores her deep appreciation of place and
connection with First Nations peoples. This title is usually read by
students in years 9, 10 and above.
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1211218 Unhallowed Halls
Wilkinson, Lili

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2025 9781760631673 Page Whittaker has always been an outcast. She's too smart, too quiet,
too weird. And after the deadly incident that destroyed her only
friendship at her old school, she needs a fresh start. Agathion College is
everything Page has ever wanted: a safe haven of wood-panelled halls
and dusty books, on a remote Scottish moor. And for the first time in her
life, she has a close group of friends. Cyrus, Ren, Gideon, Lacey and
Oak help her feel at home at Agathion; the only problem is, they're all
keeping secrets from her. Page doesn't know it yet, but her perfect new
school has a crooked foundation, rooted in an ancient clandestine
society with rumoured ties to demonic magic. Soon, Page will learn that
not everyone at Agathion is who they say they are. Least of all, her
friends. Agathion claims to teach its students history... but some
histories are better left buried.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

LISTEN ON BOOK BITES! You can listen to Lili Wilkinson read the first
chapter of this book on the PRC's Book bites podcast on Spotify, Apple
Podcasts or The Arts Unit website!

Copy and paste this URL into your browser to start listening!
https://artsunit.nsw.edu.au/listen-the-arts-unit/literature-and-language-
arts/book-bites/9plus-book-list#unhallowed-halls-lili-wilkinson

1359327 Voice of the ocean
Impicciche, Kelsey

Atom Publishing 2025 9780349125657 Voice of the Ocean follows a daring young siren who defies her people
to save a human prince, unearthing ancient magic and igniting a
dangerous romance amid treacherous waters.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.
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1424090 War of wyverns, A
Williamson, S.F

Harper Fire 2026 9780008652364 Vivien Featherswallow has translated a secret language of dragons -
sparking an all-out civil war, with dragons and humans fighting on both
sides, in the process. And after defeating Prime Minister Wyvernmire
and escaping Bletchley Park, Vivien has become the reluctant face of
the rebellion - and been labelled the most wanted criminal in Britain. But
what good is a rebel who must remain in hiding, powerless to help her
friends? Unsure of her purpose, and torn with doubt about the life she
thought she was meant to lead, Vivien travels to the remote Scottish
Isles to find a mysterious, long-forgotten species of dragon - one which
might hold the key to ending the war... forever.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 or above.

916526 We could be something
Kostakis, Will

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2023 9781761180170 Harvey's dads are splitting up. It's been on the cards for a while, but it's
still sudden. Woken-by-his-father-to-catch-a-red-eye sudden. Now he's
restarting his life in a new city, living above a cafe with the extended
Greek family he barely knows. Sotiris is a rising star. At seventeen, he's
already achieved his dream of publishing a novel. When his career
falters, a cute, wise-cracking bookseller named Jem upends his world.
Harvey and Sotiris's stories converge on the same street in
Darlinghurst, in this novel about how our dreams shape us, and what
they cost us.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

LISTEN ON BOOK BITES! You can listen to Will Kostakis read the first
chapter of this book on the PRC's Book bites podcast on Spotify, Apple
Podcasts or The Arts Unit website!

Copy and paste this URL into your browser to start listening!
https://artsunit.nsw.edu.au/listen-the-arts-unit/literature-and-language-
arts/book-bites/9plus-book-list#we-could-be-something-will-kostakis

1423972 We fell apart
Lockhart, E.

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2025 9781761182426 A girl arrives at her long-lost artist father's isolated seaside compound to
find him missing, a mansion in neglect, and three teenage boys whose
dark secrets might hold the key to her own family saga.
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1482198 What have they done to Liza McLean?
Doak, Amy

Penguin 2026 9781761350641 Meg McLean is a scholarship student at the ultra-elite Douglas College.
Meg's younger sister, Liza, is along for the ride, and everything Liza has
done since they arrived at the school seems to be putting their chances
of success at risk. Until one day, when Liza's behaviour is so at odds
with her usual temperament that Meg knows something is very, very
wrong. Benedict Hargreaves (the Fourth) is Douglas College's
wealthiest student and perhaps the only one who isn't influenced by the
school and its strict code of conduct. Is he brave enough to help Meg
uncover what has happened to her sister? Or is he part of the elusive
'they' who seem to be controlling everything - and everyone? When
more than one murder takes place, can Meg really trust anyone?

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 or above.

1359336 Witch's guide to love and poison, A
Qureshi, Aamna

Hachette Australia 2025 9781444980882 Bisma knows three things to be true: the Enchanted Forest will always
be her home, she would go to the ends of the Earth to protect her
sisters, and Xander Chapman is the most irritating guy she's ever met.
Since finding a home in the Enchanted Forest, Bisma - a garden witch
with a penchant for potions - has always been protective of other
runaways. So, if a drop of one of her poisons finds its way into the
porridge of those who have hurt them . . . that's none of her business.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.

1285333 Wreck of seabirds, A
Olson, Karleah

Fremantle Press 2024 9781760996505 When Briony first meets Ren, he is standing in the freezing sea at the
edge of their tiny town. Ren hasn't been home for a decade but has
returned to be with his dying father. Briony won't leave, hoping that
Sarah, her missing sister, will one day reappear. But Sarah and her
friend Aria have been stranded on a desolate island far off the coast.
The longer they're trapped there, the less alone they seem. How many
secrets in this town have been swallowed by the brooding sea?

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.
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1088075 Wrong answers only
Madden, Tobias

Penguin Books
Australia

2024 9780143777403 Marco's always done the right thing. But now it's time for wrong answers
only.

Marco should be at university, studying biomedicine. Instead, he's been
sent to live on a cruise ship in the Mediterranean with his estranged
uncle, all because of a 'blip' everyone else is convinced was a panic
attack. (Which it most definitely was not.) And even though Marco's trip
is supposed to provide answers - about himself, about his family - all he
finds on board the Ocean Melody are more and more questions. But
then his best friend CeCe proposes a new plan- for someone who has
always done the right thing, in every possible way, it's time for Marco to
get a few things wrong.

And hooking up with a hot dancer from the ship is only the beginning.

Usually read by students in Years 9, 10 and above.
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