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1209972 Ahmed, Samira
Internment

Atom Publishing 2019 9780349003344 Set in a horrifying 'fifteen minutes in the future' United States,
seventeen-year-old Layla Amin is forced into an internment camp for
Muslim-Americans along with her parents. With the help of newly-made
friends also trapped within the camp, her boyfriend on the outside, and
an unexpected alliance, Layla begins a journey to fight for freedom,
leading a revolution against the internment camp's Director and his
guards. Heart-racing and emotional, Internment questions the imaginary
boundaries that separate us and challenges readers to fight the
complicit silence that exists in our society today.
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1423835 Allen, Sarah
Nightmare house, The

MacMillan 2023 9781250869869 Penny Hope used to be brave, but that was before she met the Fear
Maker. Years later, he still haunts her nightmares -- a tall, thin man with
red eyes, in a haunted house in the woods, who devours human souls
and leaves their eyes hollow and empty. Penny's beloved grandma tells
her to write down these nightmares as poems in her notebook. But then
Penny starts seeing blank-eyed people in the waking world, too. She's
the only one who notices. As more people around her fall prey to the
Fear Maker, Penny must gather her courage once and for all to save the
souls of those she loves. With the help of a magic garden and a new
friend, she ventures to the Fear Maker's house. But the house is a
labyrinth of shadows and tricks -- and the Fear Maker's fun is just
beginning. Can a pocketful of sunflower seeds and a notebook filled
with poems be enough to defeat a master of nightmares? And if Penny
sets foot in the Fear Maker's house, will she ever leave?

1451699 Armstrong, Sarah
Run

Hardie Grant
Children's Publishing

2025 9781761214561 'Cas thought running away from home would solve all his problems. But
he didn't count on getting hopelessly lost in the tangled Australian bush.
Alone and afraid, Cas has given up all hope of rescue when he
stumbles upon a strange family hiding out in the wilderness. He won't
survive without their help. But when he discovers they're also on the run
-- from something so big they won't even talk about it -- he realises his
problems are just beginning...

1470706 Aska
Friendship paradox, The

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2026 9781761181689 Note to self: no matter how messy or confusing, the universe is an
orderly place with physics to guide you.

High school is over. Dash is excited to spend their gap year working for
the local science museum, travelling and teaching kids about physics.
Maybe they'll even make a friend. People are part of the universe, so
the laws of physics should also apply to them, right?

Except Dash discovers the workplace is just as challenging as school -
relationships are confusing, students don't follow the rules and co-
workers aren't what they expect. Then Dash meets Kay. Can opposites
really attract? Or will Dash's attempts to use physics to understand their
world repel a potential friend?

A heartfelt YA graphic novel about friendship and finding your place in a
puzzling world by the highly acclaimed comic artist of the CBCA Notable
graphic novel Stars in Their Eyes.
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1396273 Baehr, Christina
Wormwood Abbey

Christina Baehr 2023 9798868395758 As a Victorian clergyman's daughter, Edith Worms has seen everything-
-until a mythical salamander tumbles out of the fireplace into her lap.
When a letter arrives from estranged relatives, Edith is swept away to a
crumbling gothic Abbey in the wilds of Yorkshire. Wormwood Abbey isn't
just full of curious beasts and ancient family secrets: there's also a tall,
dark, and entirely too handsome neighbour who is strangely reluctant
for her to leave. An unexpected bond with her prickly cousin Gwendolyn
gives Edith a reason to stay in this strange world--especially when it
turns out that Edith herself may have a role in guarding her family's
legacy. But not all of the mysteries of Ormdale are small enough to fit in
her lap ... and some of them have teeth.

1476036 Blurton, Brooke & Saward, Melanie
Making trouble

HarperCollins
Australia

2026 9781460761502 Things don't always go to plan. I should be at the Australian Ballet
School. But instead, here I am, boarding and going to school hundreds
of kilometres away from home, but I feel even further away from my
dreams. At least I've got Jamie ... that part's deadly. Until she finds out
my secret. Stella is nervous about another new city, a new school, and
new friends. Her love for ballet - and Jamie - pulls her forward, but fear
threatens to drag her back home. It's only when she thinks she's lost
everything that Stella starts to see what she's been missing. Maybe she
can shine - in class, on stage, and in her own story - and make her
family and Jamie proud.

Bradford, Chris
Young samurai series

Any five titles read from this series can be included as official Challenge
books; up to 10 more titles can be included as your personal choice
books. To see the individual book titles and their PRC ID numbers, go to
the Series lists on the Booklists page, on the website. Or, you can
search for a series name or the individual titles by using the Search
function on the top left hand corner of the screen.

1423978 Burns, Peter
Shadow thieves

Farshore 2025 9780008667818 13-year-old Tom scrapes a living as a pick-pocket on the street of
London until the day his friends are caught and sent to a brutal
workhouse. Frantic to save them, Tom takes up an offer from the
enigmatic Corsair to train at an elite boarding school for thieves. Tom is
swept into the world of the Shadow League where his street smarts give
him an edge - and make him dangerous enemies. But the more he
learns about this place, the harder it is for him to leave and rescue his
friends. Dark forces are at work. And Tom is the only one who knows it.
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1362585 Camlin, Anne & Zeferino, Isadora (ill)
Mismatched: A graphic novel

Andersen Press Ltd 2025 9781839136047 A queer retelling of Jane Austin's Emma. This novel is a mix of if Emma
and Clueless had a queer cousin.

Evan Horowitz is obsessed with three things in life: makeup, social
media, and matchmaking! When shy new girl, Natalia, starts at his
school, Evan begins work on his newest and most ambitious
matchmaking project yet. Who better than him to give her a push in the
right direction? With so many matches to choose from and Natalia
hopelessly clueless when it comes to love, it's not long before Evan sets
his plan into motion (much against the better judgment of his best friend,
Davi). But he takes things too far, creating a web of drama that spirals
out of his control. Can he learn to put the people closest to him before
his misguided ambition? Or will he lose them, and his chance at
romance, too?

1417287 Cece, Adam
Locked room, The

Penguin 2025 9781761351068 The clock is ticking... Andy and three other kids wake up in a locked
room. The room has no windows, but it has a locked door, with a
countdown clock above it. They have less than an hour to figure out
how to get out of this room. But when they do...? There's another locked
room, and more locked doors. And they can't go back.

1414783 Chan, Queenie
Dreaming, The: Volume 1

IFWG Publishing
International/IPI
Comics

2023 9781922856395 Twin sisters Amber and Jeanie are accepted into an exclusive boarding
school - as long as they don't tell anyone, including the vice principal
that they are twins. As they get to know the school, they quickly realise
it is a mansion of secrets and danger - students in the past have
vanished without a trace!

1414799 Chan, Queenie
Dreaming, The: Volume 2

IFWG Publishing
International/IPI
Comics

2024 9781922856456 After the discovery of Millie's body, Greenwich Private College grinds to
a complete halt as gloom and despair sets in. As students begin to
leave the school, Jeanie continues to investigate more into the school's
dark past, while Amber's dreams reveal a dark, namless entity.
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1289197 Clancey, Emma
This dream will devour us

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2025 9781761181221 Nora is the opposite of lucky. She's still wrangling her dead dad's debts
when a mysterious illness lands her brother in hospital. But her fortunes
take an unexpected turn when she wins the lottery to attend the Lamour
family's exclusive magical Dream Gala. If Nora can win over the Lamour
heirs, she'll get a coveted spot in their magical training program - and
the money she needs to save her brother. There's just one problem:
Nora never bought a lottery ticket. Determined to discover who wants
her at the Gala - and why - Nora plunges headfirst into magical high
society. Caught up in a decadent world of brutal billionaires and
cutthroat celebrities, Nora is soon in over her head. When her search for
answers uncovers a sinister conspiracy, will Nora stay silent or risk the
wrath of a family powerful enough to get away with murder?

Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.

1366541 Cope, Lizzie & Lacey, Minna & Li, Hannah
(ill) & Hallmann, Anton (ill)
Biology for beginners

Usborne Publishing
Ltd

2025 9781805076612 A guide to everything that biology is about, from things we know, to
things we don't know yet. This book explores the fascinating world of
biology - the study of all life, from tiny bacteria to plants, animals and
entire ecosystems. Discover how living things behave and interact, and
the amazing ways they adapt to the world around them. Find out how
life on Earth began, how it has changed, and what living things might
look like in millennia to come. Take a closer look at cells - the building
blocks of life itself - and the vital role they play. Through a mix of
diagrams, infographics, comic strips and clear, engaging text, this book
shows readers what the study of biology is about, how much it covers,
and why you might want to study it further yourself. It investigates some
of the big issues that biologists are grappling with today, from
preventing the spread of ever-evolving diseases to saving animals and
plants from extinction.
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1289196 Craw, Rachel
Lost saint, The

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2025 9781991142290 Recently dumped, heart-broken Ana struggles to put the past behind
her on a post-graduation summer holiday. When a catastrophic
earthquake hits, Ana and the other survivors emerge in a world they
don't recognise, stumbling into a 14th century battle. The students flee
and Ana is chased off a cliff by one of the soldiers, Leon, who is badly
injured in the fall. Sparks fly between Ana and Leon: to survive, they
need to rely on each other and as their trust grows, so does romance.
Together they must endure a treacherous journey and find the
legendary mystic everyone calls 'The Saint' who is said to have the
power to send Ana home... until an unexpected twist changes
everything.

886448 Curham, Siobhan
Dreaming by starlight

Walker Books 2022 9781529504019 What happens when a dream is impossible to achieve? Jazz, Hope,
Allegra and Portia seem an unlikely group of friends but they are
determined and smart and, together, the Moonlight Dreamers help one
another to believe in themselves and make their dreams come true.

1209853 Dasnes, Nora & Byrn, Lisa Laerdral
Save our forest!

Farshore 2024 9780008653781 After being leader of 'girls-who-never-fall-in-love" in Cross My Heart and
Never Lie, Tuva's best friend, Bao, faces a challenge unlike any she's
faced before: the PTA wants to raze down the students' beloved forest,
removing the space where Bao and other student have always played
and integral to both Bao and other students' lives and the environment
they call home. When the adults are too apathetic, too cynical, or too
preoccupied to see the importance of the forest, Bao and the others will
have to stop playing nice and take matters into their own hands. But
Bao and her classmates are only twelve years old--how can they get the
adults in power to see this crisis for what it is?

1424096 Davidhizar, Megan
Gaslit

Harper Fire 2026 9780008617035 Ella wishes she could have gone to a NYE party with her friend; instead,
she arrives at her aunt's house to find that something isn't right. At all.
Ella is determined to find out what really happened, but she has more
than a few obstacles in her way.
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1366503 Deborah, Kelly
Skin

Rhiza Press 2025 9781761112454 When a tiny freckle on Lexie Collinss cheek turns out to be a rare kind
of melanoma that requires surgery, she is left with a big, ugly scar
across one cheek. She had just earned a spot in the state finals for
public speaking, but with the scar, her confidence has vanished. She
doesnt even recognise herself anymore. Mum and Dad keep reminding
Lexie how lucky she is that she didnt need further treatment. But Lexie
doesnt feel lucky at all. She suddenly feels ugly, unsure of herself and
different from all her friends. She doesnt want to be seen, let alone
speak, n public ever again. But when a chance encounter turns into an
unexpected friendship, Lexie's feelings about her scar and herself
slowly begin to change.

1149664 Doak, Amy
Eleanor Jones can't keep a secret

Penguin Books
Australia

2024 9781761342424 Eleanor Jones stirs up more mystery and danger in this fast-paced YA
mystery. Things have settled down in Cooinda and Eleanor Jones is
getting used to her new normal - spending time with her friends, going
to school, and working on a project at the local old age home. But just
as things start to feel calm, a series of events once again rock Eleanor's
world- Troy's ex-girlfriend is back in town and, during a visit to the old
age home, Eleanor's buddy Nance admits to witnessing a murder,
swearing Eleanor to secrecy. In an effort to definitely not be concerned
about Troy's ex, Eleanor throws herself into solving the mystery of the
murder Nance spoke about. Enlisting the help of new friend and
genealogy expert Jem to research Nance's past, Eleanor soon realises
that digging into old secrets can sometimes be incredibly dangerous
indeed.

1356597 Doak, Amy
Eleanor Jones is playing with fire

Penguin 2025 9781761350634 Eleanor Jones isn't looking for trouble.

But someone is starting fires in Cooinda - and the first one looks like a
murder. Eleanor is determined not to get involved, but when she
receives a note warning her to 'keep quiet' she can't help but work out
who sent it.

Who had motive to murder Eleanor's neighbour? Could it really be one
of her classmates? And are the fires connected to the car thefts in
town? The more Eleanor tries to do the right thing, the more danger she
finds herself in...
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1476194 Earle, Phil
Northern soul

Barrington Stoke 2024 9781800902039 Marv's fourteen and his life is simple. There's football. And his best
mate, Jimmy. Perfect. Nothing else matters until a new girl at school
called Carly crashes into his life. For Marv, it's love at first sight, his
emotions flipped upside down, as he knows a girl like Carly will never
notice him. He needs help - lots of it - but when it miraculously arrives in
the shape of a musical idol from the past, the path to Carly's heart
proves anything but easy. First love is unforgettable, and poor Marv is
about to learn this the hard way - him, and his northern soul.

1423971 Emery, Kate
Murder is going down, A

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2025 9781761182211 This is what happens when you put a pair of unemployed teenagers in
charge of a murder investigation. What we lack in investigative skills we
make up for in free time.  Heidi's meant to be having the time of her life
on exchange in Switzerland, but instead she's cold, alone and on an
involuntary dairy-free diet. So when she hears the news of her brother
Felix's death, she's quick to jump on the first plane home to Perth. To be
completely honest, Felix wasn't that much of a brother, so Heidi's not
that sad - but she's not exactly happy either. Thanks to an epic betrayal
by her (ex) best friend and (ex) boyfriend, Heidi has absolutely nothing
to do and no one to talk to. No one, that is, except Patrick, the
wisecracking younger brother of Felix's widow, who convinces her that
they need to investigate her brother's mysterious demise. Can Heidi and
Patrick get to the bottom of Felix's death - and do they really want to?

1423913 Forgettable, Fern
Fern's school for Wayward Fae: The grim
adventure

Walker Books 2025 9780593810507 Just before her thirteenth birthday, Rosemary and her friends return to
Fern's School for Wayward Fae, where she uncovers a sinister force
threatening the school, with Death itself targeting the students and their
magical gifts.

1424094 Forster, Kate
Stage left, heart right

Scholastic Australia 2025 9781761646850 Fall in love with Two Hearts-romantic fiction for young hearts. When it
comes to surviving Year 9, Ava Riccardo has three rules: 1. Stay
invisible. 2. Stay quiet. 3. Never bring attention to herself. But when her
best friend, Izzy, convinces her to audition for the school play, a modern
Romeo and Juliet, everything changes. Somehow, Ava lands the lead
role, opposite Cameron Reed, Izzy's long-time crush and the funniest,
cutest guy in their year. Now, Ava must navigate rehearsals, school
work, Izzy's anger with her for getting the lead role, and her own
growing crush on Cameron. But as the spotlight grows brighter, so does
the tension between friendship and first love. Ava never wanted to be
the centre of attention. So, why does it feel so right standing beside
Cameron on stage?
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1423342 Fraser, Rebecca
Flip

Wombat Books 2025 9781761112898 Denim Davis wishes he could flip his life, just like the vintage items he
sells online. He and his Dad have spent a year moving from town to
town and Denim feels like he's drifting through life without an anchor.

1551396 French, Jackie
Cleopatra: the girl who would be king

Angus & Robertson
(HarperCollins)

2026 9781460766545 'When twelve-year-old Cleopatra and her father, Pharaoh Ptolemy XII,
flee to ancient Rome in 59 BCE after Cleopatra's sister seizes the
throne, they are in serious trouble. It's up to Cleopatra to raise enough
gold to hire an army, gain the support of powerful allies, and take back
her country's land.

Three years later, she had become the most famous pharaoh in history.

This is the story of how that year in ancient Rome might have changed
Cleopatra's life, with daring escapes, crocodiles, pirates, shipwreck and
encountering the intrepid Captain Fileas and Myra, the slave determined
to be free.

1304567 Gargill-Martin, Honor & Carpenter, Margaux
(ill)
Heroines of the ancient world

Walker Books
Australia Pty Ltd

2025 9781529507522 Celebrate the stories of incredible women from the ancient world in this
beautifully illustrated gift book. Featuring powerful retellings of
courageous women, including the ruler Cleopatra, Mary Hebraea the
first known alchemist and the warrior queen Boudica, this stunning
collection of epic stories will get children fascinated by ancient history.

1371152 Gooch, Chris
In utero

Top Shelf Productions 2024 9781603095341 Twelve years after a disastrous explosion, young Hailey is dropped off
by her mum at a holiday camp in a dilapidated shopping mall. Alienated
from the other kids, she connects with an eerie older teen named Jen --
but soon dark horrors awaken, and the two new friends are caught up in
a cataclysmic battle between two terrifying creatures who have been
lying dormant for years.

1228289 Gordon, Gia
My so-called family

MacMillan 2024 9780374392055 Sixth-grader artist Ash, who has been in foster care most of her life,
struggles with an ancestral tree assignment, but soon discovers the true
meaning of family.

1308094 Guron, Ravena
Mondays are murder

Usborne Publishing
Ltd

2025 9781805075707 Seventeen-year-old Kay left her sleepy hometown after the devastating
death of her friend, Ivy. But when her parents go on holiday without her,
Kay is forced to come back to stay with her cousin. And her return
comes with a bang. Because when Kay arrives, it's to find an
anonymous letter on her bed. The letter tells her that there will be a thrill
on Tuesday, a wreckage on Wednesday, treachery on Thursday, a fire
on Friday, sabotage on Saturday, a stabbing on Sunday and her murder
on Monday. And if Kay can't figure out who is behind the threats, the
worst day of the week is about to get deadly.
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1446680 Heath, Jack
I know what you're hiding

Scholastic Australia 2026 9781761526794 A deadly blaze. A desperate girl. Three days to crack the case.

Everyone knows the story. Jamie George was the golden child. Her
sister, Morgan, was nothing but trouble. When their house mysteriously
burned down, Jamie barely survived. Morgan wasn't so lucky.

Three years later, teen podcaster Zoe Gale receives an urgent
message. Jamie needs help. She's
received a threat written in blood and a demand for cash. Instead of
paying up, Jamie wants Zoe to unmask the blackmailer.

Zoe's tangled with dangerous people before. And there's something
about Jamie she just doesn't trust. But soon she's digging up secrets
someone would kill to keep buried ...

7276 Heath, Jack
Scream: The haunted book

Scholastic Australia 2025 9781760152109 Dale lives in Axe Falls, a town of mysterious disappearances, terrifying
visions and unusual events. A family trip turns spooky when Dale finds
an old handwritten book, starting with the words: Do not stop reading;
my life depends on it. But when ghosts from the book start stalking him
through the forest, Dale starts to wonder...

1424039 Horror Writers Association
Scaring and daring

Harper 2025 9780063372474 Get ready for a terrifying spin on some of literature's most beloved tales-
no story is safe! From Captain Hook's run-in with dark magic to Sherlock
Holmes narrowly escaping graveyard spirits to a happily never after for
Cinderella, this horror anthology is anything but a bedtime story. In this
terrifying new collection for young readers, the best-loved stories from
the literary canon are revisited and reimagined with a deadly twist by
some of the top authors working in middle grade today. Featuring tales
from authors Jonathan Maberry and Kelley Armstrong, Carlos
Hernandez, Lisa Morton, Maurice Broaddus, and many others, this
collection will haunt you long after you turn the last page.

Hunter, Erin
Warriors graphic novels series

Any three titles read from this series can be included as official
Challenge books; up to five more titles can be included as your personal
choice books. To see the individual book titles and their PRC ID
numbers, go to the Series lists on the Booklists page, on the website.
Or, you can search for a series name or the individual titles by using the
Search function on the top left hand corner of the screen.
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1423944 Hunter, Erin
Warriors: A starless clan: Star

HarperCollins US 2025 9780063050419 Can a Clan that has turned on itself ever truly recover? The fate of all
Clanhood hangs in the balance. After killing Harelight and pronouncing
himself leader of RiverClan, Splashtail's thirst for power has only grown.
Soon his greed threatens the safety of not only RiverClan but all Clans.
Yet Splashtail's trickery knows no bounds, and the Clans find
themselves in more danger than they could have imagined. Only one
thing is certain: They will have to work as one to defeat Splashtail
before he tears them apart.

1423822 Ibrahim, Maiya
Serpent sea

Hodder & Stoughton 2024 9781399702096 Once, Imani swore to protect her home from the monsters roaming the
desert. But now an even worse enemy threatens the Sahir, and as the
Harrowlanders march south with their stolen magic, it is only a matter of
time before the invasion begins. The only chance for survival is a
dangerous alliance with Qayn, a djinni king. If Imani journeys with him
on a quest beyond the sands to restore his lost powers, he will summon
a supernatural army to save her people. Meanwhile, her rival, Taha, has
been captured and is on a dangerous mission of his own. One wrong
move could cost them their lives and everyone they love. But they may
find that there is more than meets the eye crossing the Serpent Sea...
and betrayal cuts deeper than any dagger.

1373958 Ireland, Jenny
Matched up

Penguin 2025 9780241720950 When Lexie sees Shane for the first time, she's blown away. Not only by
the way he plays football (although that is great), but by his looks, and
how he's not like the other boys. Best of all, he feels the same way
about her. Electricity at first sight.

1409590 Jasinska, Alicia
This fatal kiss

Walker Books 2025 9781760659158 Cursed to haunt the river running through the magical spa town where
she drowned, water nymph Gisela dreams of returning to the living
world and the family she left behind. All it takes to regain her humanity
is a kiss from a mortal ... if only others didn't see her as monster. Kazik,
the brooding, interfering, spirit-hunting grandson of a local witch is
determined to rid the world of unholy creatures like Gisela, but his plans
go awry. Gisela strikes up a deal: she won't tell the other spirits that he's
losing his magic, if he agrees to play matchmaker. But trouble arises
when both she and Kazik set their sights on the same, devilishly
handsome, young man ...
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1337892 Jo, Sophie
Red flags

Scholastic Australia 2025 9781761721120 Neither Poppy nor Cam want it to work ... until it does.

Poppy is known for her high standards. Why bother with relationships
when boys don't ever seem to live up to her expectations? One red flag
and she's out.

Cam is known for quickly developing the ick. He's never dated anyone
for long - a week here, a month there, but he always spooks.

When Poppy's friends challenge her to give someone a chance for two
whole months, Poppy decides that Cam (her mysterious bus crush)
could be the best of an underwhelming bunch. But Cam's been set his
own challenge: he's banned from ending things in his next relationship...
and that means he's ready to do whatever he can to put Poppy off. Two
skeptics. Two months. And this time, neither of them can disappear the
moment they spot something they don't like.

1477096 Jongh, Aimee de
Lord of the flies: the graphic novel

Faber & Faber 2024 9780571394661 'A plane crashes on a desert island. The only survivors are a group of
schoolboys. By day, they explore the dazzling beaches. By night, they
are haunted by nightmares of primitive beasts and of what they've lost.
But it is not long before the group is split, and their innocent games take
a dangerous turn.

1424127 Kaufman, Amie
Red star rebels

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2026 9781761182556 Eight hours to stop an explosion ... Eight hours to fall in love.

It's 2067, and the Graves family has transformed Mars from a lifeless
rock into a chaotic patchwork of settlements. You can buy a one-way
ticket to a new life - if you're rich.  Enter Hunter Graves: handsome,
ambitious, and with spectacularly bad timing.

He shows up unannounced at the United Nations base just as an
emergency evacuation sends everyone scurrying for safety. And he's
left behind. Uh-oh.  Also stranded: Cleo, a sharp-tongued stowaway
with no intention of dying today, and even less patience for
overconfident trust fund boys. But the enemy of your enemy is the jerk
who might just help you survive, so here we are.  Now, Hunter and Cleo
have one shot to stop the explosion, escape alive, and deal with the
inconvenient fact that they're falling for each other.
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1192360 Kelleher, Victor
Cave, The

Eagle Books 2024 9780645378863 Irian, Ulana and their Clan have made the cave their home ever since
they used fire to drive off the Beast, a sabre-toothed tiger that had been
preying on them. Protected by an ongoing fire at the cave mouth, they
continue to keep the Beast at bay until one fateful night when the fire
goes out! What happens next shatters the Clan and leaves Ulana badly
injured and Irian too traumatised even to speak. Alone and adrift in their
dangerous prehistoric world, they have little hope of survival. What
saves them is a chance meeting with a prickly old woman called Trug.
Grudgingly, she takes them on a strange, unexpected journey of
discovery, flinging them into the many wonders and hard realities of
ancient times. And that hazardous journey will eventually lead them full
circle: back to the challenge of the cave, and the enduring reality of the
Beast.

1395160 Lachlan, Jeremy
Jane Doe and the god of all hours

Hardie Grant
Children's Publishing

2025 9781760501846 'Jane Doe is being hunted by the villainous God-King who seeks her as
his one true vessel. Only Jane can weild the power of the Manor, only
she can give him absolute control. And only she can stop him. But Jane
is not herself. Lost in the Manor with no memory of her past, Jane is
outnumbered and outmatched. With a mythical relic in hand and an old
ally by her side, Jane has one last chance to find her friends and save
the Otherworlds. Jane's final adventure calls.

1424078 Lal, Niraj & Aska (ill)
Behind the screens: How the internet works
and how to make it work for you

University of
Queensland Press

2026 9780702268946 Getting your first phone is a big moment - this illustrated guide
empowers young people aged 9-13 to navigate the online world with
awareness, responsibility and confidence.

1304854 Landman, Tanya & Austen, Jane
Jane Austen's Pride and prejudice: Abridged
for young readers

Walker Books 2025 9781529501322 When two wealthy young men move to the neighbourhood, Mrs Bennet
-- mother to five unmarried daughters -- is thrilled. Surely it is only a
matter of time before one of her girls is snapped up! But the course of
love does not always run smooth. While Jane and Mr Bingley seem
destined for one another, there are those who would wish it otherwise;
while Elizabeth and Mr Darcy do not seem destined for one another,
somehow their paths must always cross. Then there are Lydia and Kitty,
the silliest and vainest of the Bennet sisters, keen to attract the wickedly
attractive Mr Wickham and his military comrades. Love is in the air - but
where will it all end??
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Landy, Derek
Skulduggery Pleasant series

Any three titles read from this series can be included as official
Challenge books; up to five more titles can be included as your personal
choice books. To see the individual book titles and their PRC ID
numbers, go to the Series lists on the Booklists page, on the website.
Or, you can search for a series name or the individual titles by using the
Search function on the top left hand corner of the screen.

1424040 Lawrinson, Julia
Trapped!: The entombed miner of Bonnie
Vale

Fremantle Press 2025 9781760994990 In 1907, the mining town of Bonnie Vale experiences a sudden deluge
of rain that floods a gold mine while miners are still at work down the
shaft. Joe's dad is one of them. And it soon becomes clear that he's the
only one who hasn't made it back out yet. Where is he? Why didn't he
escape with the others? And more importantly, how will they rescue
him? Inspired by the true story of the trapped miner of Bonnie Vale and
told in verse, Julia Lawrinson weaves a tale that will beckon readers
down into the gold mine with Joe's dad to find out how the rescue
unfolded.

1304819 Le Guin, Ursula K & Fordham, Fred (ill)
Wizard of Earthsea, A: A graphic novel

Walker Books 2025 9781529526264 Ged, the greatest sorcerer in all Earthsea, was called Sparrowhawk in
his reckless youth. Hungry for power and knowledge, Sparrowhawk
tampered with long-held secrets and loosed a terrible shadow upon the
world. This is the tale of his testing, how he mastered the mighty words
of power, tamed an ancient dragon, and crossed death's threshold to
restore the balance.

1017883 Len, Vanessa
Never a hero

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2023 9781760878351 Despite all of the odds, Joan achieved the impossible. She reset the
timeline, saved her family--and destroyed the hero, Nick. But her
success has come at a terrible cost. She alone remembers what
happened. Now, Aaron, her hard-won friend--and maybe more--is an
enemy, trying to kill her. And Nick, the boy she loved, is a stranger who
doesn't even know her name. Only Joan remembers that a greater and
more dangerous enemy is still out there. When a deadly attack forces
Joan back into the monster world, she finds herself on the run with Nick-
-as Aaron closes in. Torn between love and family and monstrous
choices, Joan must find a way to re-gather her old allies to face down
the deadliest of enemies, and to save the timeline itself
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1263721 Liang, Ann
Never thought I'd end up here

Penguin Books
Australia

2025 9781761351495 After an incident at a cousin's wedding, Leah's parents realise she has
forgotten how to speak Mandarin and send her on a travel program to
immerse herself in the language and culture. Unfortunately for Leah, her
childhood nemesis Cyrus is also on the trip and is annoyingly more
handsome than the last time she saw him. Leah quickly plots to seek
her revenge on Cyrus while on this trip, surely he won't suspect a thing.

1424023 Luby, Miranda
Edge of everything, The

Text Publishing Co 2025 9781923058330 When a rare and highly endangered bird flies into Lucy's bedroom
window, she's sure it's a sign. Miranda Luby's second novel is a
heartfelt portrayal of grief, a tender romance, and a tribute to a very
special Australian bird.

1338014 Magaziner, Lauren
Incorruptibles, The

Scholastic Australia 2025 9781761722561 Fiora Barrowling lives in a world where sorcerers have taken over. After
her parents are murdered by sorcerers when she was little she is sent to
live and work with her Uncle who is a tailor. One day, two sorcerers go
to steal from her Uncle's shop and Fiora impulsively decides to stand up
to them. This sparks her journey in joining the underground resistance -
The Incorruptibles.

1359339 Mara, Sunya
Embrace the serpent

HarperCollins
Australia

2025 9781444983067 Saphira has spent her life trying to remain invisible. Despite her rare gift
for harnessing the magic in gemstones, she lets a corrupt jewelsmith
take credit for her impressive work. But when the king sends his
handsome huntsman to find the best jewelsmith of all, Saphira's powers
are exposed. Now she must choose between falling in the grasp of the
Empire that made her an orphan, or marrying a monster - the ever
feared Serpent King.

1067080 Marrapodi, Chenee
One wrong turn

Fremantle Press 2023 9781760992439 If I wanted the lead role, Valentina had to go. A contemporary Ballet
Shoes set in an elite dance academy, this compelling coming-of-age
novel is all about overcoming pressure, standing up for yourself and the
joy of ballet! The perfect gift for all young dancers. Amelia is a ballerina
on the rise - she's talented, dedicated and set to star in the lead role of
the annual production. But when Valentina arrives from Italy and joins
the ballet academy, the competition gets fierce. Can Amelia outshine
Valentina and keep her place in the spotlight?

1289052 Marshal, Uncle Bud & Yandaara (ill) & Smith,
Hannah (ill) & Carmady, Elaine (ill)
Yildaan: Our dreaming track

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2025 9781761181382 Giinagay, welcome, I'm Uncle Bud. I'm a Gumbaynggirr man, an
Aboriginal Elder from Nambucca Heads. This is my Country. I want to
tell you about this place and about my Elders. I want everyone who
comes here to know where they are. I want them to follow in the
footsteps of our ancestors and be part of Yildaan, our Dreaming track.
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1332955 Masson, Sophie
Key to Rome, The

Eagle Books 2023 9780645378856 Ancient Roman province of Britannia, AD 84. Twelve-year-old orphan
Livia has to keep a promise made to her late father: to take a
mysterious key to her estranged uncle Marcus. She sets out with the
key, her old horse Pegasus and her father's doctoring kit, only to learn
that her uncle has left for a town further north. By the time she reaches
it, her uncle has gone, and she can't find out where-until a boy named
Mato informs her that he knows. But he refuses to tell her unless she
takes him with her. As the two young people journey on the trail of
Livia's uncle, they start to suspect that the key holds a very dangerous
secret. And now Livia and Mato must keep their wits about them, in a
deadly game of cat and mouse. But figuring out who is friend, and who
is foe, is the greatest challenge of all...

864867 Masson, Sophie
Jack of spades

Eagle Books 2017 9780994528001 It's May 1910 and 16 year old Linda Duke has just received a strange
message: a playing card, the Jack of Spades, in an envelope that was
sent from Paris, where her widowed father, Professor Charles Duke, a
noted but impractical Shakespearean scholar, has gone on a research
trip. In the code devised by her late French mother Madeleine, who was
a dedicated card-player, 'Jack of Spades' means treachery and danger.
Her father knows that. But it is not his handwriting on the envelope.
Linda is convinced he is in great danger, and being both brave and
determined, decides to set out immediately to Paris to look for him.

899923 Master, Maryam
No words

Pan MacMillan 2022 9781760983529 Hero doesn't feel like a hero, but sometimes she feels as if the universe
is asking her to be one. When Aria, a mysterious boy who never ever
speaks, starts at school and is picked on by His Royal Thug-ness
Doofus (Rufus), Hero and her bestie Jaz feel compelled to help. But
they're far too chicken to actually do anything heroic, so they befriend
Aria and try to uncover the truth about him. What happened to his
voice? Where did he come from? What are those three dents on his
middle finger? This is the story of a 12-year-old refugee who's trying to
establish a new life in Australia, grapple with his past and, most
importantly, find his voice.
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1424049 McCaughrean, Geraldine
Under a fire-red sky

Usborne Publishing
Ltd

2025 9781836040774 With World War II looming, four young people sit on a train waiting to be
evacuated to a safer place - but they don't want to go. They climb out of
the carriage window and head back to Greenwich, forming an unlikely
friendship. They spend their days trying to be useful. Laurence is
building a secret machine. Gemmy searches bombed-out homes for
things of value - only to find an adorable mutt she can't even give away.
Franklin wants to join the Fire Service, although it means lying about his
age. Olive looks after her father, who is broken by the deaths of his
fellow firefighters. And together, the four roam the streets of London,
discovering their resilience amongst the secrets of the city. But as the
Blitz unleashes a barrage of bombs on London, turning the sky ragged
with flame, can the friends keep each other safe and survive?

1425825 McKeown, Catriona
e-Revolution, The

Rhiza Press 2026 9781761112867 Jolie and her friends Charlotte, Bronwyn and Hayley are at war with
three boys in Year 9 at school. It's a love/hate relationship, where they
set each other up with dares and the losers have consequences. When
the boys win a bet, the girls cry 'Unfair!' However, their plan for revenge
backfires and leads to the principal banning all e-scooters from school
premises and insisting students must follow government regulations,
which means they can only ride a scooter with an adult. How can they
get to school? To their jobs? Jolie and her friends want to fix things, but
what can they achieve on their own? Is the only person who can help
the one person Jolie doesn't want to turn to?

Messenger, Shannon
Keeper of the Lost Cities series (NEW series
2026)

Any five titles read from this series can be included as official Challenge
books; up to 10 more titles can be included as your personal choice
books. To see the individual book titles and their PRC ID numbers, go to
the Series lists on the Booklists page, on the website. Or, you can
search for a series name or the individual titles by using the Search
function on the top left hand corner of the screen.

1259027 Murphy, Cynthia
Signed sealed dead

Scholastic Australia 2024 9780702318528 After years living in Britain, Paige and her mum move to the small
American town where Paige's dad is from. They find a big, though
rundown, home waiting for them and some friendly townsfolk. Yet, the
house has secrets which are revealed to Paige through handwritten
letters in the mailbox. A serial killer ravaged the town 28 years ago and
then disappeared. It seems that the house, the killer, and Paige have a
connection!
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1424128 Neerven, Ellen van
Ruby's web

Magabala Books 2026 9781922864017 Ruby is starting year 7 at a new school. Her cousin Amber used to be
her best friend, but she has started hanging out with the cool kids and
pretends she doesn't know Ruby anymore. Ruby dreads school every
day. Ruby's Web is about how to seek help when dealing with online
bullying and racism, the connections that the internet makes possible,
and the power of using your voice.

1423805 Niven, Jennifer
When we were monsters

Penguin Books Ltd,
UK

2025 9780241772492 An exclusive school's extra exclusive writers' retreat brings together a
collection of very different, intelligent, and motivated students. The
location is normally closed off to the students of this elite private school.
Bad things have happened and they remain unsolved. In this slow
burning, dark academia thriller, students must put aside friendships and
vie for the chance to be noticed and chosen by a famous visiting
celebrity with a bright and sinister past.

5216 Noni, Lynette
Akarnae

Pantera Press 2015 9781921997501 Sixteen-year-old Alexandra Jennings is thrust into the fantasy world of
Medora after walking through a mysterious doorway on her first day at a
new school. Stranded and desperate to return home, she learns only
the missing Professor Marselle can help. While waiting, Alex enrols at
Akarnae Academy, a school for gifted teens, where she begins to adapt
and make friends. But dark forces stir, and Alex finds herself at the
centre of a dangerous mystery. As the fate of the Medorans rests on her
shoulders, she must decide: will she risk everything, including her way
home to save a world she's just begun to love?

1423353 Ost, Kat
Like, comment, subscribe?

Wombat Books 2025 9781761112577 When her online baking platform starts to lose popularity and instead
attracts critical comments about her appearance and age, fifteen-year-
old kidfluencer, Becca starts to question the influencer life that has
supported her family since she was a cute toddler. Can an unexpected
friendship in an online writing community help her find the words and
courage to find a path out from behind the camera and into real life?
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1424051 Parker Rhodes, Jewell & Fiadzigbey, Setor
(ill)
Ghost boys: The graphic novel

Little Brown 2025 9780316279796 Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy
gun for a real threat. As a ghost, he observes the devastation that's
been unleashed on his family and community in the wake of what they
see as an unjust and brutal killing. Soon Jerome meets another ghost:
Emmett Till, a boy from a very different time but similar circumstances.
Emmett helps Jerome process what has happened, on a journey
towards recognizing how historical racism may have led to the events
that ended his life. Jerome also meets Sarah, the daughter of the police
officer, who grapples with her father's actions

1489983 Pennypacker, Sara & Klasson, Jon (ill)
Lions' run, The

Hodder Children's
Books (UK)

2026 9781444978780 'Lucas is tired of his cowardly reputation, just as he's tired of the war
and the Nazi occupation of his French village. He longs to show how
brave he can be. When the opportunities to stand against the Nazis
arise, Lucas takes them. But he must vthen quickly decide how much he
is willing to risk to make the most courageous rescue of all.

1423360 Prentice, Frances
Holding back

Rhiza Press 2025 9781761112546 Nick's life revolves around his family farm, homeschooling and
campdrafting events. It has always seemed like enough, but now Nick's
not so sure.  His sister has no trouble making friends wherever she
goes, but Nick has always held back. Is it too late to start getting a
social group of his own?  After joining his sister at the local swim squad,
Nick discovers his competitive drive. Will he find someone to connect
with too? Will his newfound confidence help him at the next campdraft?

1424054 Price, Tirzah
In want of a suspect

HarperTeen 2025 9780063278035  It is a truth universally acknowledged, that London's first female solicitor
in possession of the details of a deadly crime, must be in want of a
suspect. The tenacious Lizzie Bennet has earned her place at
Longbourn, her father's law firm. Her work keeps her busy, but luckily it
gives her plenty of reasons to consult (and steal occasional kisses) with
Mr. Fitzwilliam Darcy, a stern but secretly softhearted solicitor at
Pemberley. Lizzie is hired to investigate a deadly warehouse fire and to
find the mysterious woman who was spotted at the scene moments
before the flames took hold. But when the case leads to the sitting room
of a woman Darcy once proposed marriage to, the delicate balance
between personal and professional in their relationship is threatened.
Questions of the future are cast aside when the prime suspect is
murdered and Lizzie's own life is threatened. As the body count rises
and their suspicions about what was really going on in the warehouse
grow, the pressure is on for Lizzie and Darcy to uncover the truth.
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1019627 Price, Tirzah
Sense and second-degree murder

HarperTeen 2023 9780062889843 When eighteen-year-old aspiring scientist Elinor Dashwood discovers
her beloved father slumped over the desk of his office study, she knows
his death means dire straits for the Dashwood women. To make matters
worse, an outdated will entails his estate-including Norland & Company,
the private investigation firm where her younger sister Marianne worked
as her father's partner and protégé-to their half-brother and his haughty
wife, who waste no time in forcing the Dashwoods out of their home and
into a cramped apartment on London's Barton Street.

But before they go, the Dashwood sisters make a startling discovery
that points to foul play, and the killer might be family.

Obviously, the girls must investigate. It could be dangerous; it could ruin
their reputations; and most importantly, it won't bring back their father.
But if the Dashwood sisters can combine their talents and bring their
father's murderer to justice, it may bring them all some comfort-and it
might even lead to love.

919357 Price, Tirzah
Pride and premeditation

HarperTeen 2020 9780062889829 When a scandalous murder shocks London high society, seventeen-
year-old aspiring lawyer Lizzie Bennet seizes the opportunity to prove
herself, despite the interference of Mr. Fitzwilliam Darcy, the stern
young heir to the prestigious firm Pemberley Associates. Convinced the
authorities have imprisoned the wrong person, Lizzie vows to solve the
murder on her own. But as the case - and her feelings for Darcy-
become more complicated, Lizzie discovers that her dream job could
make her happy, but it might also get her killed.

1423333 Resce, Meredith
Last chance Joey

Wombat Books 2025 9781761112614 No phone, no wi-fi, no friends and no options. Expelled from three
schools, Joey is sent to the country to live with his aunt. She asks him to
help an old man recovering from an accident, and now he has a choice.
It sounds like a crazy idea, but he chooses to help. What else is there to
do, a million miles from anywhere? But when Joey meets Harry, he
finds in him a friend - even if he's eighty-five. Maybe life when people
trust you might be a good thing.  As Joey's desire for acceptance grows,
break-ins threaten the community and Joey's past starts to catch up with
him. How can Joey turn his life around when his mistakes follow him
everywhere he goes? And will he be there for Harry when he needs
him?
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Riordan, Rick
Percy Jackson series

Any five titles read from this series can be included as official Challenge
books; up to ten more titles can be included as your personal choice
books. To see the individual book titles and their PRC ID numbers, go to
the Series lists on the Booklists page, on the website. Or, you can
search for a series name or the individual titles by using the Search
function on the top left hand corner of the screen.

1423998 Rodgers-Healey, Diann
Unstoppable

An Imaginarium for
Whimsy

2025 9781763635869 When a girl's hair grows outrageously, one would simply know that a
haircut is needed badly. But this option is out for Princess Melina, even
though her hair grows unstoppably. Her father, King Fartysand
commands that her hair is never to be cut. So, her mother, Queen
Laviniya, and her loyal followers take care of the Princess' billowing
metres of hair. When they and the Princess defy Fartysand's command
in small ways, he unleashes his windy revenge to ensure their
obedience. But on her nineteenth birthday, when Fartysand declares the
Princess is to be married off against her wishes, what will she do? Will
she find a way to stop the madness and assert herself, free her people,
take control of her massive hair, and live happily ever after? Or will she
accept her ridiculous fate?

1502265 Rodman, Sean
Dark tide

Orca book publishers 2023 9781459837119 Kai is angry when he is forced to join his new stepdad Rick on a
research trip to Blind Bay. On a floating lab in the middle of nowhere.
Rick, a marine biologist is using sound waves to explore deep
underwater caves. But the sound pulses have awakened something- an
ancient predator from the depths of the caves.

1409468 Rosen, Michael & Riddell, Chris (ill)
Michael Rosen's pocket Shakespeare: A
beginner's guide to the best bits of the bard

Walker Books 2025 9781844287628 Enjoy Shakespeare without the hard work! Two former Children's
Laureates bring Shakespeare to life in this accessible and handy guide
to the best bits of the bard.

1216886 Saunders, Kate
Drop of golden sun, A

Faber & Faber 2024 9780571310982  It's 1973, and 12-year-old Jenny is in shock. She's just been cast as
one of the lead roles in a feature film. She's going to be a child actor!
Soon she must jet off to France, to the idyllic Chateau Mouchotte, where
she will join her film family: three other children and two renowned
actors. The glitz and glamour of being on set is a million miles away
from Jenny's normal life, but showbiz is never straight-forward and
there's one fierce and famous actor that threatens the whole shoot. It's
up to Jenny and her friends to keep the peace and save the film. Jenny
is about to experience a life-changing summer in the spotlight!
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1307692 Shapter, Zena
When dark waters burn

MidnightSun
Publishing

2025 9781922858627 Stay out of sight. Stay hidden under the lake. Even as giant water-ants
scout the surface, and deadly trees slop their hungry roots along the
shoreline. For unrest surges in the swamps, getting closer and
closer...Sala will only be safe for as long as their ship's location remains
a secret. But when a horrifying threat ignites close to home, and the
lakeside hillfarms are forced to reveal a desperate truth, it unleashes a
wreckage of terror and destruction on the world of Palude. What Sala
fears most becomes irrelevant. All she can do is run, and make one
irrevocable choice after another. If she's to have any kind of future, she
must fight to accept the collapse of her past. Hiding from it was never an
option.

751268 Shusterman, Neal & Shusterman, Jarrod
Dry

Walker Books 2018 9781406386851 When the California drought escalates to catastrophic proportions, a
group of teens is forced to make life and death decisions in this
harrowing story of survival. The drought -- nor the Tap-Out, as everyone
calls it -- has been going on for a while now. Everyone's lives have
become an endless list of don'ts: don't water the lawn, don't take long
showers, don't panic. Until the taps run dry. Suddenly, Alyssa's quiet
suburban street spirals into a warzone of desperation; neighbours and
families turned against each other on the hunt for water. And when her
parents don't return, she and her younger brother must team up with an
unlikely group in search of water. Each of them will need to make
impossible choices to survive.

1424093 Sieveking, Laura
All your wishes

Scholastic Australia 2025 9781761646867 Fall in love with Two Hearts-romantic fiction for young hearts. Piper is
the daughter of two famous Hollywood actors and is sick of being
followed by the paparazzi everywhere they go. So when she gets the
opportunity to spend six months attending a regular high school,
something she's never done before, she grabs it with both hands. Piper
moves in with her childhood friends, twins Chloe and Cooper, and they
all agree to keep Piper's true identity a secret. Piper finds herself in a
confusing new world. The cutest boy at school, Cruz, takes an interest
in her, and the coolest girl suddenly wants to become friends. But why?
Despite Chloe and Cooper's warnings, Piper is drawn to Cruz and his
friends, who she's adamant are not as shallow as they may appear.
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1316525 Smith, Pip
Pull of the moon, The

University of Western
Australia Press

2025 9781760803032 Coralie threw the life jackets one by one, as hard as she could, and
watched them catch on the wind and blow into the sea.

Coralie is thirteen years old and lives on Christmas Island, where sea
birds circle the sky and the seasons are marked by the migratory
patterns of crabs. But life on the island isn't always paradise.

During a fierce tropical storm, a fishing boat carrying eighty-nine asylum
seekers crashes into the island's cliffs. Coralie locks eyes with Ali, an
eleven-year-old Iranian boy, as his mother pulls her life jacket over his
head. But soon Ali disappears beneath the waves and when his body
isn't recovered, Coralie resolves to do everything she can to find him.

1423330 Stephens, R.A
No dress, no idea

Wombat Books 2025 9781761112485 Graduation is just over a year away, but all Tarni can think about is her
Year 12 formal. The shoes, the makeup, the car, the photos and most
importantly, the dress! But Tarni's perfect dress is a whopping $950,
and she will have to save every cent to get it. Tarni checks each item off
her list, one by one, but by the time she's saved enough money, the
dress has disappeared! Can she find her perfect dress-and in the right
size? And what will she do when she graduates?

1493204 Stringfield, Ravynn
Love requires chocolate

Red Fox 2024 9780593571545 Whitney Curry is primed to have an epic semester abroad. She's
created the perfect itinerary and many, many to-do lists after collecting
every detail possible about Paris, France. Thus, she anticipates a grand
adventure filled with vintage boutiques, her idol Josephine Baker's old
stomping grounds, and endless plays sure to inspire the ones she writes
and-ahem-directs!  But all is not as she imagined when she's dropped
off at her prestigious new Parisian lycée. A fish out of water, Whitney
struggles to juggle schoolwork, homesickness, and mastering the
French language. Luckily, she lives for the drama. Literally.  Cue French
tutor Thierry Magnon, a grumpy yet très handsome soccer star, who's
determined to show Whitney the real Paris. Is this type-A theater nerd
ready to see how lessons on the City of Lights can turn into lessons on
love?
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1446670 Tait, A.L.
Last word, The

Scholastic Australia 2026 9781761646874 There are two things Matilda Bell can count on: her best friend, Gemma,
and being top of every class. But it's year 8, and everything has
changed. Gemma has moved away, leaving Matilda all alone at school,
and Will O'Connor has moved to town. Not only does Will disrupt every
lesson - Matilda's pet hate - but he's somehow matching her grades with
zero effort. If only Matilda could ignore him ... but Will gets under her
skin in a way that no-one else ever has.

When Will is forced to join the debating team, he and Matilda spend
more time arguing with each other than winning debates. With their
team losses mounting up, Gemma ignoring her calls and old enemies
getting up to new tricks, Matilda feels like her life is out of control. Can
Matilda find a way to work with Will so they can win as a team? Or will
they end up hating each other in the process?

1171180 Tang, Betty C
 Parachute kids

Scholastic US 2023 9781338832686  Feng-Li can't wait to discover America with her family! But after an
action-packed vacation, her parents deliver shocking news: They are
returning to Taiwan and leaving Feng-Li and her older siblings in
California on their own. Suddenly, the three kids must fend for
themselves, look after each other and get along. Starting a new school,
learning a new language and trying to make new friends while
managing a household is hard enough, but Bro and Sis's constant
bickering makes everything worse. Thankfully, there are some hilarious
moments to balance the stress and loneliness. But as tensions escalate,
all three kids get tangled in a web of bad choices. Can Feng-Li keep her
family together?

1209705 Thao, Dustin
When Haru was here

Pan MacMillan 2024 9781761264511 After the death of his best friend, Eric Ly creates imaginary scenarios in
his head to deal with his grief. Until one of them becomes real when a
boy he met last summer in Japan finds his way back into his life. When
he least expects it, Haru Tanaka walks into the coffee shop and sits
down next to him. The only thing is, nobody else can see him.  In a
magical turn of events, Eric suddenly has someone to connect with,
making him feel less alone in the world. But as they spend more and
more time together, he begins to question what is real. When he starts
losing control of the very thing that is holding him together, Eric must
finally confront his reality. Even if it means losing Haru forever.
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1423799 Thao, Dustin
You've found Oliver

Pan MacMillan 2025 9781761563492 It's been a year since his best friend, Sam, died. Even though Oliver
knows he won't get a response, he can't stop texting Sam's number,
especially as the anniversary of his death approaches. Then one day,
he accidentally hits the call button, and someone picks up.

1303684 Thomas, Aiden
Celestial monsters

Pan MacMillan 2024 9781035057191 Teo never thought he could be a Hero. Now, he doesn't have a choice.
The sun is gone, the Obsidian gods have been released from their
prison, and chaos and destruction are wreaking havoc on Reino del Sol.
All because Teo refused to sacrifice a fellow semidis during the
Sunbearer Trials. With the world plunged into perpetual night, Teo, his
crush Aurelio, and his best friend Niya must journey to the dark
wilderness of Los Restos, battling vicious monsters while dealing with
guilt, trauma, and a (very distracting) burgeoning romance between Teo
and Aurelio. Determined to rescue the captured semidioses and retrieve
the Sol Stone, the trio races against the clock to return Sol and their
protective light so order can be restored. Now the future of the whole
world is in their hands.

983946 Thomas, Aiden
Sunbearer Trials, The

Feiwel and Friends 2024 9781250822741 Teo, the seventeen-year-old trans son of the goddess of birds, isn't
worried. As a Jade, it is unlikely he'll be chosen to compete in the Trials,
and even if his best friend Niya competes, she's a born and bred Gold
semidios with unparalleled abilities. But for the first time in over a
century, Sol chooses not one, but two Jade competitors: Teo - and Xio,
the thirteen-year-old child of the god of bad luck. With the odds stacked
against them, Teo is determined to get himself and his friends through
the trials unscathed.
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1395136 Van Martin, Pil
Spick and the span, The

HarperCollins
Children's Books

2025 9780008724788 Thanks to many generations of careless magicians, the city of Helm is
overflowing with magic, which has made it a very dangerous place to
live. Leave anything alone for too long and it will transform into
something else: your house will turn to gingerbread, your teapot will
start pouring pond water or - if you're really unlucky - your floor will turn
to lava. The magicians liked to pretend it's them who keep the worst
magical hiccups in check, but the real heroes of the whole sorry
situation are of a wholly different occupation: equally well known but
decidedly less respected. The heroes of the city of Helm are the
cleaners. Ward, an ambitious twelve-year-old cleaner, wants nothing
more than to belong to the League of Cleaners, who will grant him the
prestige and popularity he's been looking for all his life - if only he can
pass three near-impossible tests. Struggling toward this goal with a
team he doesn't trust, Ward's world is upended when his friend
disappears and mysterious magic-eating monsters appear all over the
city and start tearing holes in the fabric of reality. Suddenly his
ambitions are the least of his problems...

1423339 Vass, Coral
Day the bridge fell, The

Wombat Books 2025 9781761112799 Ray Johnston is proud that his dad is working on the new West Gate
Bridge in Melbourne. It is 1970 and Ray is itching to be part of the
grown up world. When he hears whispers that something might be
wrong with the construction, Ray attempts to share the news but nobody
wants to know. When the accident happens, Ray has to grow up fast.

1491638 Weatherspoon, Rebekah
Her good side

Penguin 2023 9780593696057 Told in alternating voices, awkward teenagers Bethany and Jacob must
navigate blossoming feelings after agreeing to date each other as
practice for the real deal.

1289022 Weaver Jr, Tony & Wibowo, Jes & Chin (ill)
Weirdo

First Second 2024 9781250772862 Eleven-year-old Tony Weaver, Jr. loves comic books, anime, and video
games, and idolizes the heroic, larger-than-life characters he finds
there. But his new classmates all think he's a weirdo. Bullied by his
peers, Tony struggles with the hurt of not being accepted and tries to
conform to other people's expectations. After a traumatic event shakes
him to his core, he embarks on a journey of self love that will require
him to become the hero of his own story.  Weirdo is a triumphant, witty,
and comedic story for any kid who's ever felt awkward, left out, or like
they don't belong. An adolescence survival guide that will give every
reader the confidence to make it to the other side.
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1355845 Weetman, Nova
Sonny & Tess

University of
Queensland Press

2025 9780702268427 It's the end of year 7 and Tess wants a summer job. She's keen to earn
her own money and buy her own clothes. But her mum has other ideas:
it looks like Tess will be stuck at home babysitting her twin brothers.
Thirteen-year-old Sonny is tired of moving around. With his dad up
north, he's staying with his uncle and aunt above their fish and chip
shop. And it just so happens his uncle is hiring extra staff for the
holidays. When Sonny and Tess crash into each other outside the shop,
sparks and dim sims fly. Soon they're both wondering if the other feels
the same way, but, as Sonny loves to say, it's complicated. Over hot
chips and chicken salt, can these two work out what they really want?

1286602 Wells, Marly & Wells, Linda
Desert tracks

Magabala Books 2025 9781922777669 Entranced in the world of a mysterious old story, Millie is sucked up by a
willy-willy and transported to Alice Springs in 1924 where she meets a
crew of oddly familiar young people. As the group continue to find each
other in time, they realise that Alice Springs of the past and the future
are not as different as they seem.

1359349 Westmoreland, Paul
Killing at the box office, A

Penguin 2025 9780241732793 Solve the puzzle. Save the world. Simple, right?

Step into the shoes of Arlo Banks, and return to a world of secrets and
spies.

This time, he's on the trail of a shadowy group determined to stop the
young sleuth in his tracks.

From the bright lights of Hollywood to the snowy alps, from prison
breaks to car chases, Arlo must use all his skill and cunning to solve
murders, catch killers and - just maybe - stop the end of the world.

You choose what path you take, what puzzles you solve, and what
answers you choose in this interactive high-stakes mystery.
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1484163 Whateley, Anna
Tearing myself together

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2026 9781760526764 Hilzy's life is forever coming undone - and so is her body. Friendship is
just one more thing she can't count on...until she has to. It's Year
Twelve exam time, and Hilzy has a lot on her plate. She's just lost her
job, she and her sister Max are struggling to make ends meet, and her
childhood best friend Imogen recently dobbed them in to child services.
The friendship is over. There's a new spark of joy when Hilzy grows
closer to Dawn, the hippy girl who's had a crush on her for ages. But
when Hilzy ends up in hospital with a busted knee, it's only Imogen who
understands what it's really like living with an invisible disability. Things
are falling apart, but maybe it's not all on Hilzy to put them back together
again.

1409487 Whiting, Sue
Promises and other lies

Walker Books 2025 9781760658649 One year on from a devastating bushfire, the small coastal town of
Wangaroo Bay is still reeling. Fletch's family lost their home, and his
best friend Immie lost her beloved dad, a volunteer firefighter.
Throughout it all, Fletch and Immie have had each other.
Immie's grandparents push for the Bayfire investigation to be reopened,
but Fletch's mum, dad and elder brother Cooper want to put the past
behind them. And when a local, one of their own, is charged with arson,
emotions flare, sides are taken, and promises - and secrets - are at
stake. The fire has already destroyed Wangaroo Bay, now its aftermath
threatens to destroy Fletch and Immie and their families too.

1495521 Whittam, Kimberly
Always Angel

Usborne Publishing
Ltd

2026 9781803708072 Angel finds school hard.  She talks back to teachers, she storms out of
lessons, and she's had more detentions than any other Year 8
student...ever. But really, Angel wants to be good. She wants to fit in,
she wants to make friends, and she even wants to win the school
baking contest.  But it's hard to be good when everyone expects the
worst. And with her mum not well enough to look after her, and Angel
making more and more bad choices, she's starting to run out of
chances...

1380606 Wilson, Jacqueline
Girl who wasn't there, The

Penguin Books Ltd,
UK

2025 9780241684054 Luna is reserved and fearful when the family moves to a new place that
dad is keen to restore. It happens to be a crumbling tower and her
younger sister loves it because it is a fairy tale castle. When Aurora
begins a friendship with a girl, Tansy who lived in the past according to
a local legend, emotions build between them all because of the
wretched tower. Can Luna, mum or dad make things better for the way
Aurora is behaving?
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1423832 Winter, Tamsin
Dare you, I

Usborne Publishing
Ltd

2025 9781805075721 Willow and Alma are best friends, sharing a love of the spotlight. All they
want is fame and fortune, and Willow is determined that the best way to
get it is to go viral. So they start filming dares. Okay, so getting stuck in
a basketball hoop doesn't get them the sort of attention they were
hoping for, but as their challenges get more extreme, their fan base
grows. Duct-taping themselves to a wall? No-brainer. Eating super-hot
chillis? Of course! Waxing an eyebrow off? Super funny! And if they get
in a bit of trouble, it's worth it. But if they really want to prove
themselves, they have to go all-out. So they come up with the perfect
idea. An idea that causes more than just a bit of trouble. An idea that
might destroy not just their ambitions but their entire friendship for good.

1495124 Woolridge, Addie
Reel love

Delacorte Press 2025 9780593899311 Jamie Webb prefers to be behind the camera, not in front of it. She uses
her filmmaking skills to help build her grandmother's social media
presence. That's why they're taking a trip to Las Vegas for an
influencers' convention. Jamie is actually looking forward to working with
BamBam, relaxing with her friends, and getting away from her parents'
critical eye. But as soon as she realises that BamBam's archnemesis,
another influencer grannie, is attending the con with her cute grandson,
Ethan, her excitement fizzles. Well, until the organisers announce a
cash prize and award for the best con video. Jamie could really use that
win to set her portfolio apart for film school. Thus, she agrees to a
secret partnership with Ethan, a fellow content creator. Their
grandmothers will never know that they're exploring Sin City together, or
that their feelings for one another are growing stronger than Jamie's
guilt. After all, what happens there, stays there. Right?
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